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is I othe Chriſtian Reader, 


zz Od Reader, as well the worth | 
(S- of this Worke, as the reſpet | 
that I deſeruedly beare to the. | 
Author thereof, both tor his 
ſingular pietie,and other good parts, hath 
encouraged mee to commend 1t to thy 
caretul vieww,as that whereby thou mailt. 
reapeno ſmall ſpirituall profit, it the fault | 
| be notthine owne. The Dodtrine contai- 
ned in 1t 1s both ſound and ſeafonable, 
\ being(as any judicious eye will eafily dil-! 
cerne)exceecingly wel fitted to the pre- | 
ſent times. And *a word,larth Salomon, ſpoken '.p,.. .c ©, 
in due time,js as apples of gold, with prftures of Jil- 
wer ; both precious and pleaſant. True 1t 15, | 
that ſome truth indeede is neuer out of | 
ſcaſon3 though more lealonable at {ome 
times then at - other. But yet as truc it is, 
thar ſome truth alſo is at ſome times alto» ,, 7m mi 
other unſea{onable. To propound Gods > chqmdte- 
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mercy to an obſtinate ſinncr,orto aggra- #«nl.Aug..d 
Gal. c, 2. & de 


vate his wrath to a poore dcjected peni- 4, 5,64... 


c. 16, © un 
tent, were with thole falſe Prophets, pt 


(who delivered yet nothing, it may be, %. PP. a3, 
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but truth miſ-applied and miſplaced) * to 
mak? ſad the heart of the humbled, whom God 


would haue cheared, and to {trengthen the 
\ hand of the wicked,vvho ought rather tohaue 
beene- humbled ; t2 /lay the foules of ſuch as 
{houl.1 not die, and to giue life to ſuch as [Hould nit 
lixe. * Matter of wirth and delight, though 
* oodand honelt otherwiſe, yer is,as fiſh 
or flc{h out of (ealon, neither wholefome 
nor \vel-reliſhed, when God callcth for | 
mourning by judgements either incum- 
bent or imminent. As allo on the other 
ſide, mourning is no lefle unlauoury, be- 
cauſe unſeaſonable,when it pleaſeth God 
co glue juſt occa{ion of mixth. © The (hil- 


| dyav Tt & 5e=qglte12 of the bride-chamber, (faith our Samour, 


| "03 t faſt ſo lone as the bride- groom? is With them : | 
| But the tame ſhall come when the bride-oroame ſhall 
\ be taken away from them, and then in thoſe dayes 
[hall they fa/. "Each thing therefore 15 moſt 
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pleaſant and moſt profitable, when it 
commeth in his due ſeaſon and good 
' things doe then molt good, when they | 
| are (caſonably adminiitred Now 1f wee 
ſhall bur ſlightly caſt our eyes on therue- | 
full and lamentable face of Gods Church | 
in molt parts at this preſent, wee may 
ſoone ſec how leaſonably this Diſcourle 
commeth abroad. Whercin the Author | 
thereof very learnedly and religiovily ; 
en{tructeth us, how to judge aright- of | 


Gods ludgemcnts exther on our felues or | 'Lamene. 3. 
37» 39. 


others, how to be aftected with them, | e@.4;; -. 
Amos 3-6, 


and what uſe to make of them:mmiſtring Pres, age 
comfort unto, and confirming the hearts | _ AS26, 26 


. . / . ud, 3.9, I2_. 
of the aftlicted and diſtreſſed; urging to| Andg.z. | 
: . £4 ind or | r King x1,14, 
compallion with them, and commulera-| .,. | 
. k . . 
tion of them, thoſe that be yet free; and | arent 


endeuouring by a due conlideratien of m” «dverfis, & 
] e : - ' minus [adendus 
'Gods handy-Worke um all thoſe events in/comdi:ple- 

| Cars quippe de- 


chat befall both, cyther for good or euil, | 37,” 1,972! 
tur ; lad non 


co bring benefit unto both, as *being | 
| | | debet cum pla- 
prouoked to a greater mealure of ſincere | «wr. A4ve/s 


, enim neb1s per 


chankfulnefle by the one, and pretled to |,..cumiien ve 


| a more ſerious renewing of their repen- Prommammar- 
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rance, and reformation of life and courſes | 5! mh 


A23- by | | 


| Much grace, onely I doubt, the Treatiſe 
| may haue loſt by change of its owne na- 
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by the other. Bur I feare to doe thee 
vvrong, by detaining thee toolong, from 
chatw! ach thou ſhalt here finde far more 


fully anc! -teCtually diſcuſled and diſcour- 


ied of, chenT can calily relate unto thee. 


i ttuc weede. Few tranſlations haue the} 
happineſle to match their Originals. And 
each Language hath its peculiar tormes 
and phraſcs, which in other Tongues can 
hardly be fo fitly or ſo pregnantly ex- 
preſſed. But whatmay this way be wan- 
ring, the matter ( as I hope it 15) faithfully 
exprelſled may ſufhciently countervailc. 
Which reſpecting, I ſhall entreate thee to | 
pardon and paſlle by the defects that may 
be in the Tranſlation ( wherein what 
Work-mans hand was uſed Iknow not) 
and (o to reade this religious Worke in- 
tended forthy good,that thou maiſt not 
miſle of the benefit by the Author there- 
in intended. Which the L ord grant both 
ro thee and to all others that ſhall mecte 
with it for his mercics ſake, Amen. 
T hine in Chriſt Teſus, 
Tho: GarTAKER, 
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The Contents of che ſeucrall Chapters | 
handled in this Treatiſe, 


Chapter. "Oe | 
1 N Introauciton to the Diſcourſe of the Dotirine | | 
handled mn the Treatiſe. 'Y 


2 That the outward and external events of this life happen | 
and fail out almoſt, and in a manner altke both unto whe | 
goaly and vagoaly. 4 | 

3 That Gods proceedings with and towards the ( hildren. of 
men, cannet by man be comprehended. 6 

4 Why God /o ordereth his wor zes, as we thinke, here m thts 
world, that in a manner they follgw of neceſſitie, and ru- 
leth mm ſuch ſort that ut 13 commoaly & ordwmarily founl, 
that m11 by his owne wiſdome or powercan neutber adae | 

thereunts, nor anmanſh auy thig fromihem. TY 
| 5 That notwithſtariding that Gods workes done and wreught | 
among the Children of men are /o wouderfullgrnd vntoms: 
| prehen/ible, yet we may learne and finde out neny (Peciall 
| thugs, and reape much benefit, by hus ſazd werkes 0 | 

| wrought and done among them, 15. 

'6S hewing auersſenerall thugs which the Lord hath openca | 

vnto vs m his word, touching his good pleaſure and dea- | 
lings with the Children of men here en earth, neceſſary to 
pur out of our mundes all doubts concerning the workes of 
God, and to ſtrengthen them m the contrary effeits, 9. 

7 That there is no Cauſe at all, why men (ould make any. 
doubt or queſtion, when thcy ſee many wngodly men here 
proſper 1m the world, and amers ged!y wen lue m poutr- 
tie and aquerſitie. 23] 

$ That there #5 nocanſe why men ſhould be ſo much abaſhea, 
when they ſhall conſider how the enemies of Gods people, 
when they imcounter in battaile with the people of God, 
aud haxe the vpper hand, and onerthrow them, 27 

9 Further inftification of the aforeſaid Dotirine, which the 


Lord ſheweth 15 ont of bis woyd touchmg his pecdhy s 
with the Children of mon, againſt the people of God m | | ; 
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Chapter. T age, 
10 That without contraaittion it appeareth by the aforeſayd 
order of the workes of God, done among the Children of 
men, that there ſhall be an after-reckoning made with all 

the Children of men un the world to come. 
11 That not all outward projperitie 1s ajigne, tha: the Lord 
loneth that man to whom he [exdeth the ſanse. -47 
12 That all worldlycreſſes and tribulations are not a ſhew or 
ſrgnethat God will refuſe that man ro whom hee ſexdeth 
them. Fo 
13 That we cannot meaſure the ſtate of men, m regard of 
Goa, by wealth or poxertie, by proſperatie or aauerfitie, 
that befalleth them in this world. 54 
14 That by all that hath beene ſaid and ſhewed before, wee 
mmwft learne to line in the true feare of God, and ſincere 
holmeſſe, and more and more pratti/e the ſame. G65 


15 How we may profit by all the workes of God which he doth | 


' unto v5, and other men im this world. 69 
16 Ofthe aliſtintt knowledge of theſe things which God in his 
word ( touching the gouernment of this world) hath ma- 
mifeſted wnto 1s, bewng very fit and neceſſary for the 
| arawing of ſpuunall profic from the workes of God 
| wrought here among men. 72 
t7 Ofthe diligent obſeruation of all Gods wortes, among the 
( bildren of men, needfull for the drawing of (perutnall 
profit out of Gods workes among vs. 76 
18 How we muſt compare that which God doth in this world, 
' with that which he hath et downe in his Word, that we 
| may draw ſome goodfruit from the workes of God for our 
| 
i 


comfort. 79 

19 Of the ſenerall fruites that ſpring from the ſearching unto 
and finding out of Goas truth, and certamtte declared vn- 

to vs, mhis word, and inhis workes, 83 

20 The concluſion of all, wherein ts ſhewed , that wee muſt 
onely refer our ſelues unto God, and not for/akg 4 good 
cauſe, becanſe ut ſeemeth not ro goe forward as wee wiſh 

| # ſhould. | 92 
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HOW WEE MVST 
BEHAVE OVR SELVES 
When we ſee and behold the people 
of GOD gee oo GT 
 vnder = tyranny of t 
NEMIKRKS., 


CHAP. 


An bitroduftion to the Diſcourſe of the Deftrine 
handled m the Treatiſe. 


za>7jAny men beholding the proſpe- 
Pf, [&| rity ofthe vngodly,and theene- 
$] mics ofthe Goſpel, and percei- 
uing with what violence and 


that fight for and ftriue to de- 


fend the truth,are thereby more hardned,and be- 
B come 


eee mm. — 
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The Balance of the Sanfluary. 
come crueller, cuen in the higheſt degree. And 
ſome of them thereupon take occaſion, with the 
foole,zo [ay in their hearts,There is no God, Plal. 14-1. 
Making account that rhoſe who moſt trult and 
s | relic vpon God, are leaſt regarded of God : others 
nn rake occaiion to murmyr againſt God, becauſe he | 
4 | ruleth not,neithcr dire&eth things here on carth, 
| OS according to their wills and delircs, and with the 
TK } Ifraelites,lay in their hearts ; Thew ay of the Lordis 
3 rot equall, Ezech. 18. 25. Ang others there are 
= + who begin thereupon ro ſuſpeR and call in que- 
iis a ſtion, the truth of Gads word, yea, to foriake ir, to 
retect ur, and to cleayevato lies; [aying with Ge- 
deon, though in another (ence, 1f the Lord be with 
vs,why thenis all this befallen vs, Tudg, 6. 13.There-|' 
in doing, and yetthey will be eſteemed Chrifti- 
ans, like certaine blind Indians whereof we read, 
who when atany time they are ouerthrowne and 
deſtroyed by their enemies, are wont to pray vn- 
tro and call vpon the Sunne for pardon and for- 
| giueneſſe, and to acknowledge the cauſe of their 
| procecedingsto be vniuſt. 

Andall this hapneth vnto theſe blind men by 
| the iuſt iudgement of God, becaule they refale to 
[rake paynes, and to ſpend ſome time to read and 
looke into Gods booke, which he himſclfe harh 
made, touching the proceedings and courſe that | 
he hath determined to vie & hold with the Chil- 
| dren of men herc on earth. For if they had done 
a. # | {o, they ſhould ſoone ſee and know, T hat there is 
notany thing done here in the world, nor that 
happneth vnto the people of God, which God 
himſelfe 
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himſelfe hath not torcſhewed ſhould come to; 
paſſe,and which with his owne hand long before | 
thingsthat are to fall out in the world,that when | 
they come to paſle, wee might know and vader- | 
ſtand that he had toretold ir vnto vs, Deut. 31.19. 
Jere. 16.4. Theretore in all ſuch accidents and 
occalions we mult with the Plalmiſt goc into the | 
SanRuary of God, P/al.73. 17. that in the true 
Ballance of the SanAuary, which is Gods word, 
diligently pondering and examining all the tri- 
bulations, troubles, and miſcriesthar happen to 
Gods people, wee may truely indge and aright | 
conceiue therof, and /o we may continue ſincere and 
Without offeuce till the day of Chriſt, Phillip. 1. 10. 
For it is written, Great peace haue they which loue 
thy Law and nothing ſhall offend them,Plal.119.165. 
Andthisin the Treatiſe tollowing, wee will en- 
deuour (o to declare, that whoſoeuer he bee that 
readeth and marketh the ſame with a true and vp- 
right heart, he may (urcly & ctteually find thar 
ro be true which the Prophet witneſſeth, where 
he ſayth,that the wayes of the Lord are right,and the 
iuſt ſhall walke in them, but the tranſgreſſors ſhall fall 
therein, Hol. 14. 9. | 
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 righteouſly ; yerasir is reſtifhed vnto vs that ir fa- 
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CHAP: 11. 


That the outward and externall exents of thislife hap- 
pen and fall out almoſt, and in a manner altke both 


vnto the godly ana ungodly, | 


| YUE LEY F Aromon ſayth , all things come 
[Ca(CeD 5 alike to all, there is one euent to the 
[EP righteous and to the wicked, to the 
1; v) XS good and to the clean, and to the 
DLAS—A; 


- wncleane, to him that ſacrific:th, 
| . and tohim that [aerificethnot,as is 
' the guod ſo i the ſmmner and he that ſweareth,as he that 
 feareth an oath, Eccl. 9.2. And to the {ame cnd 

where the Scripture in one place ſayth, many /or- 
| rowes [hall be to the wicked, Plal. 32.10. in another 
' place it ſayth, mny are the - args of the righte- 
' 0465, Plal. 34. 19. This 1oballedged to his friends, 
who therewith concluded vpon and by the milſe- 
riesand troublesthat had hapned vnto him,that 
he was hated of God; Arguing that wee cannor 
truely iudge of the good will and fauvourof God 
towards men here on earth, nor yet of their ſtate! 
'inrcgard of God, by that which hapneth vnto 


them in thistranſitorie world, becauſe thar the | 


Lord as Ehu acknowledgeth, giveth no account. 
of any of his matters, 7b 33.13. and dealeth moſt 
wonderfully with the children of men, ſometime 
in one manncr, {omctimein another, obſervin 

no certaine methode : and yer doth all thinges 


reth with the righteouseven as with the wicked, 


and, 


—_ DR — Lt. i_d 


. 


- 


i 


| The Ballance of the SanFluary . 


and with the {inner as the godly man: ſo iris not! 
to bee vnderitood, as if cucry g0d!y, and cue- | 
ry vngodly man ſhould have alwates oac ang the | 
fame portion and ſtate of weale and woe jieere in| 
this world ; for that many godly men hecrc on 
carth are ſubie& to great affitions , and many, 
godleſſc men liue in abundance of pleaſures; and 
to 08 the contrarie : But the-meaning thereof 1s. 
this, that weale and woe ſhall not onely bee inci-; 
dent to the wicked crew, or vntothe little num- 
berotthe godly , but that proſperitie and aduer- | 
licie, may both of them be tonnd to happen, and | 
ro be given, both vato the vngodly wherelocuer 
they bee, and the like againe to the righteous, | 
whereſoveucr they remaine >: which both the 
word of God, and expericnce teacheth vs to bee 
true : for in the word of God, doe wee not findea | 
rightcous Abraham, and an vngodly Nabal, and 
both of them were rich ; A righteous Zazares, 
and an vngodly ſort of men, 7ob 30.1.2,3.4.that | 
were poorc, yea beggars. Againe, are wee not | 
raught this by experience ? goe into the tents of | 
 Sem,looke intothe houles of the righteous; there. 
you ſhall finde {ome in proſperitic, and ſome in | 
aduerlirie : one houle rich , another miſcrablc. 
Goe intothe tents of Xedar, looke into the hou: | 
ſes of the vngodly, and you ſhall finde them in 
the like manner. All theſe things the Lord doth | 
according to his free will and mightie power, | 
and dealeth with the children of men, according | 
ro the ablolute, vnlimitred, and foucraigne plea 


ſure of kis will. 
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CHAP. IIL 
That Gods proceedings with and towards the chil- 
dren of men, cannot by man be comprehended. 


?/S Hus then ic appearcth, that the 
4 wayes of God are vnſcarchable. 
$32, For who can iwdge of and ima- 
=a@ gincthe reaſon , or cauſe wh 
22S, God ſenderh trouble, aduerſi-|. 
tic, pouertie, and miſerie vato 
» | one righteous man, that feareth God, ſhunnerh e- 


why God ſendeth great trouble and miſery to| 
one vngodly man that is not wickederthen his 
neighbour - and on the contrary, giueth another 
vngodly perion, thatin no fort isany thing bet- 
' ter then the other z great wealth, happy ſtate on 
' carth,andall proſperitie ? Nor ate we to wonder, 
' when we ſhall behold thatwhich oftentimes wee 
{ceto happen here vpon ex*th : That on the one 
fide; arightcous man that is zealous of Gods ho- 
| nour, tighteth forthe defence ot Gods caule,and 
| ſcekethtoaduanceand further the ſamc, is many 
times {o much croft and overthwarted in his pro- 
 ceedings , thatir ſeemcth that bath heaucn and 


carthi 


— 


DC. 


- The Ballance of the Sanftuary. F--9 
earth are bent againſt him , and is in ſuch pcr- | 
; plexirie, chat he knowcs not which way to winde | ſ 
or turne [1imſelte,as Parid was when the towne of 
' Zilag was ſpoyled, and his owne people con{pi-! 
red againit him, 1.$4:.39.6. On the other ide, 
that an vagodly man , that indurech no manner. 
of aducriirie, is an viter enemy vnto God,and [ce-. | | 
kcth by all the mcanes thut he can, vrterly to ex- | | 
tirpace and roote out the mcmorie of [its moſt 
holy name ont of the earrh,an4 yet is oftentimes 
{o much holpen and ſeconded in his wickednes, 
that heauen and earth and all things thercin 
ſecme to hold with him , and hee bringeth his 
affaires vnto ſo happie and proſperous an end 
that he ts a terrour and fearc to the miſerable a 
ſmall trroopes of the righreous. Who can tell or 
finde ont the true ground of theſe wayes of God? 
See we notthat God many times calleth a righ- 
reous man our of this world in the flower of his 
youth, concerning whom in all mens iudgemenes | 
&t had berrer , = it might hane beene wifhed,| | 
that hee might til] have continued , and lived| 
longer here on earth, being one that did ſo much 
good in his owne houle, inthe place whercin he 
dwelt, and in his calling wherein hee liued : and 
on the contrary, (uffereth an vngodly man to 
Ielong and many yeares here in the world, be- 
ing 2n vnproficable member , thar farech like a 
roaring Lion and a rauening Beare among his 
hovſho!J1, ſpending and conſuming all that hee 
hath or can come by,wronging his wife and chil-| 
dren, dcfiling the place where hee liverh with} - — |} 
B 4 ſcan- | of 
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| ſcandalous and wicked ations , and which is 
| more, leading many others with him into de- 
 truRtion, and by his long life withholding and 
| keeping others our of ſome neceſlarie places of 
' ſeruice , who , were they mmployed in the ſame 
: would doe much good : Who can declare or rru- 
ly imagine the ground of this proceeding ? Doth 
' irnotofrentimes fall out, that an vagodly man is 
' ftricken with an apoplexie while hee is buſie a- 
| bout his wicked ations in ſome one kind or 0- 
' ther? and allo that a righteous perſon is ſtricken 
| by the hand of God, while hee laboureth abour 
the furtherance and aduancement of Gods glory 

| and isonely careful thereof ? That the Lord ftri- 
keth an vngodly Arriss, cauſing his bowels to 
burſt, and his guts to fall our of his belly, as hee 


 dieth ; and that the ſame God bringetha righte- 
' Ous man his aduerſary tothe like Fab : who 
would notbe abaſht therear, to conſider of ſuch 
. | incomprehenſible wayes and workes of God? 
And when men ſhall obſerue and weigh wich 
themſelues, in what manner of oppoſite conditi- 
on, they ſec and behold both the godly and vn- 
godly,they muſt needes,aud cannor chuſe,bur ac- 
knowledge and confeſfle thatthe Lord worketh 
moſt wonderfully and vnſearchably therein. 
| Therearetwo godly men ofone Rate and qua- 
 licrie , chat both liuc in great proſperitie and 
| wealth, and two other godly men, that both liue 
in great trouble, penurie, and miſerie: alſo there 
are two vngodly men ofone calling and conditi- 
on, 


AS 
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—— 


ſirrech ypon the ſtoole"to caſe himſelfe , and (o | 
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| of one condition, whereof the one is croſt in his 
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on, that both live in great wealth and worldly | 


happinefle; and two other vnrightcous men, that / 
arc vnhappy and indure great miſery. And there , 


arc two godly men of one calling , whereof the | 
one proſpereth in all his affayres, the other is | 
croſt and troubled. There arc rwo vagodly men 


affayres, the other proſpereth. There is a godly 
and an m_— y man,who although they be both 
of one calling in worldly affayres ; but yer differ 
much in their lives and conucrſations rouching 
Gods (eruice, that both liuc in great proſperitie 
And there isa godly andan vngodly man,ofone 
condition for worldly matrers,that both are croſt 
and indure much trouble and aguerſitie. There is 
a godly & an vngodly man, of one ſtare and con- | 
dition, whereof the godly man hath proſpcritic, 
andthe vngodly man aduerfitic - And 'againe, 
there isan other godly man andan vngodly man 
ofone calling inthe world , whereof the godly 
man hath much aduerſitic and many croſles, and 
the vngodly man great proſperitie. What pro- 
foundneſle of Gods workes ate theſe? whag won- 
derfall wayes of God are the(e?' Many mety paſſe 
theſethinesſleightly oner ; butthoſe rhat have 
vnderſtanding, and know the word of God, 
marking and beholding theſe things daily to 


come to paſle in the world , thereby note how |. 


wonderfully che Lord worketh in things that 
happen vntorthe children of men. Who can en- 
ter into the depth of theſe waies of the Lord? ; 
who can tell the reaſon thereof? | 
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| TInall reſpeas rhen, the workes of God are 
wonderfull to the children of men, and wholly 


 vaſcarchable. He hath his wayes in the Seas, Pſalm. 
77.19. 4nd his footſteps are not knowne,and his waies 


paſt finding out : There is no wiſedome yor vnaer ſtun- 


ding, nor coanſell againſt the Lord, Preu.21.30. Oar | 


, £00dneſſe extendeth not to him, Pſalm. 16.2. Neither 
£10047 wickedneſſe hurt him, 10b.3 5.6.7. 8. T here- 
fore it farcth ſo with the workcs of God, thar 
whatſocuer God doth,it ſhall bee for ener, nothmg can 
be put toit, nor any thing taken from it, Eccleſ. 3. 14; 
in ſuch manner as experience reacheth , that 
although thoſe that are moſt diligent and care- 
full in their affayres, goc forward therewith, 
yer many times, even the moſt diligent and care- 
tull men faile and are croft in their proceedings: 
ſo that we may well ay with Sa/omen; 1 returned 
and [aw vnder the Sunnt, that the race i not to the 
ſwift, nor the battaile to the ſtrong, neither yet bread 
te the wiſe , nor yet riches to men of under ft anding , 
wor yet fauour to men of skill ; but time and chance 
happencth to them all, Eccleſ. g. 11. And therefore 
conſider wee the time and the chance, which 
God the Lord hath onely reſerued to 
himſelfe, 4s 1.7. ſothatirde- 
pendeth wholly on him. 
oe, 
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CHAP. IIIL. 

'Vhy God ſo ordereth his workes, as wee thinke, here 
in this world that in a manner they follow of neceſ- 
fitte , ana ruleth infuch ſort , that it s commonly 
and orainartly found, that man by his owne wiſe- 
dome or power, can deither adae therewnto, nor d;- 
miniſh any thing from them. 


ordereth his 


FEI ALomon exprelly ſetterh downe 
Set vnto vs,that God lo 
workes and heavenly proui-| 


A 
: 


not forſake him nor diſpiſe his workes, neither | 
yerclcauc vnto, nor depend vpon any man, but 


is ſtrength, nor the rich man in his ric c : bur 
har hecthar glorieth, glonie in this, that hee vn- | 
derſtandeth and knoweth that God is theLord, | 
which cxerciſeth loving kindneſſe, iudgernent, 
and rightcouſnefle on carth, Jeremue 9.23, 22+ | 
By that which before hath been laid,conching | 
che admirable and ſtrange workes of GOD, 
yrought and brought to paſſe among the chil- 
dren of men : Weare raught, firſt, notto truſt vp+ | 


[on, or varo our owne wiledome,diligence, beau- 
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tie, ſtrength, friends, riches, nor any other tcrrc- 
| ftriall thing whatfoeuertt may bee, which yer are 
| many times eſteemed to bee tir and neceſiaric for 


the bringing of worldly martersto paſſe , and ro! 
further our proicts ; but oncly ro teare the Lord 
our God, and toremember that hee holdeth a' 
' greater hand oucr vs, then all thoſe things doc, 
Eccle/. 5.8. Sccondly, beforc and aboue all things | 
,toattend to his good will and plealure, touching 
the eucntthereof, as much as in vs lieth, and as! 
much as poſfibly we may, inalt the meanesand 
' wayes which God ſerteth before vs,and which he 
will hauetae children of men to vic, and where- 
| by allo he commonly vſeth to proſper theiraQtt- 
 0ns,and to blefle them. Ang herein wee mult the, 
| racherbe {pecially carefull, for that the pernerſe: 
children of men, who by nature are wickedly 
| bent, vie to draw another concluſion from this 
point of doQrine, thatall things do in ſuch man- 
 nerdepend on God, for they conclude nor from 
' therice, that therefore aboue all things they muſt 
 onely depend ypon the Lord their God ; but on 
\the.contrary, that.they nced, not therefore re- 
 fraine from cuill doing, but that they may ſtill 
follow aftertheir owne Juſts, and take their plea- 
' ſuresas long as they,can : They take likewiſe 
further occalion thereby, to walke moſt careleſly 
and diflolutely here on earth, with more greedt- 
neſle ro commit linne and wickednefle , and de-| 
ſperately to enterinto all kind of miſchiefe zrea- | 
ſoning thus with them(elues, and faying, How caw 
1 helpett, ſecing all dependeth vpon God ? myreſalu- | 


—— 
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tion us therefore to lay hold on the time, and to take my 
pleaſure while 1 may. Whereas on the cvntrary, 
they onght rather ro learne much more to- {eare | 
the Lord, and cal! to mind and lay, thar /ecin2 all 
dependeth on Goaghew much ought 1 tofeare that Goa 
who onely can do good or euill onto me.Yea,lo would, 
they both thinke and oe, if they belceucd,thar | 
this wonderfull God,is alfo a good God. But do- 
ing other-wayes they ſhew thereby, thatthey tol- | 
low the nature and lteps of the Devill that expec- | 
teth no good from the hands of God. | 
T his conceite of the vagodly mult bee cicane 
baniſhed from vs; and we muſt remember char all | 
things depend vpon God,and therctore ſo vie the 
meanes, that before &aboue al} things wee lecke | 
and labor to have God on our fide in eucry thing | 
that we doe. We muſt allo feare him in ſuch man- | 
ner, that we muſt hold and cfteeme all that God | 
doth to be good, right, und well done, although 
we cannot [ce nor percetue the cauſe or the rea- 
fon ofhis ations. A Childe feeth his Father doe ' 
many things 1n the houſe whereot hee cagnot 
concciue the reaſon, and yet ncuerthcleſſc he rea- | 
peth bencfic, and farcth the better thereby ; So 
muſt we alto 05, and often times thinke with 
our (clues, that C-:1s thoughts are not our thoughts,. 
nor our wayes his waves, for as the heancns are higher | 
then the ear th, (0 us wayes are higher then onrs, and 
his thoughts then our thoughts, Ela, 55. 8. 9. And: 
con!{equent!y, that although Gods wayes vnto;; 
deſhly men {ceme nor to beright;yerwe muſt nor. 
'with the Iſ{taclires ſay, the way of the Lord 3s not | 
. ; G3 equall,, 
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equall, Ezech. 18. 25. Nay, although God ſuffer | 
the vagodly toliuc in great wealth, proſperitie, 
and pleaſure, here in this world, and on the con- 
trary maketh che godly to turne his backe vpon 
the enemie, letting them that hate them {poyle 
them, giaing chem like ſheepe appoynted for 
meare, and {cattereth them among the Heathen, 
ſelleth them for nothing, and doth nor increaſe 
his wealth by their price, maketh them a reproch 
ro their ncighbas {corne & aderifion torhem 
chactare about them, maketh them a by-word a- 
mong the Heathen, a ſhaking of the head among 
the people, (o thattheir contulion is continually: 
before them,and the ſhame of their taces doth co- 
uerthem, tor the voices of chole that reproch and 
blaſpheme chem, by reaſon of the enemie and re- 
uenger, P/al. 44. 10.&c, Yerwe muſtthinke well 
of the wayes of God, & muſt not murmur againſt 
- him, nor ſay, that hee hath wrought iniquitic, 
| 1ob 36.23 Neither muſt we by any meanesthinke 
or conceiue, That God ſhould doe wickedneſle, 
or that he ſhould commit iniquitie, Job 34. 10.0r 
thar the Iudpe of all the earth ſhould nor isdge 
right, Ger. 18. 25. or that the wiſe God that gt- 
ucth rhe labourer wiledome to plow his Land, 
thereby to reape a good harucſt thereof, ſhould 
himſclfe vie no wiledome 1n the framing of hts 
Children, ro make them iruitfall, E/2. 28. 23.24. 
&c; But onthe contrary, although wee cannot 
conceive the depth of the wondcrfu)t wayes af 
God towards the ſonnes of men,yct we muſt hald 
this for a generallrule, that all the wor kes 1 


are\ 


—— 


— 


eo errno 


are done in truth and righteouſneſſe, Plal.111.8.and 
that 9vr God s the rocke, bis worke s perfect ; that 
all his wayes are Iudgemnt;a God of truth,and with- 
out iniquitie; i jt and right he & ; and that they haue 
' Corrupted themſelues, an it is ablat to them that they 
| arenot bis Children, but are a perverſe and crooked | 
| generation that rarnc away from him for any cauſe | 
| wharſoeger, a fooliſh and vawiſe, Devt. 32. 4. 5. 
| and therefore when any (uch difficulties enter in- | 
| to our mindes, if we will conceive aright there-| 
of, we muſt not forgetthe Lord, nor dealc falſely 
in his covenant, we ruſt not turne our harts from 
him, nor our ftepps trom his wayes, P/al. 44-17. 
| I8.Andin all thcle ations and proceedings how 
ſtrange and wonderfull ſocucr they ſeeme vnto 
vs, we mutt be 4umb and not open our meuth,becauſe 
it is God that dethit,Plal. 39. 10. | 


= — 


CHAP. V. 


T hat notwithſtanding, that Gods workes done and 
wrone ht among the Children of men are ſo wonaer- 
full, and vncomprehenſible,yet we may learne and 
find out many ſpeciall things,&7 reape much benefit, 
by his ſaid works ſo wrought and done among them. 
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PAIGRYS it is a moſt godly and holy thing, 
S> Wa and very commendable, for men in 


LAH carth among the Chi 
EIS to note the finger of God tc bee 


therein, and to aſcribe the ſame to Gods power»! 
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full prouidence ; ſo we muſt not lightly refuſe or 
neglc&, ro conſider what God the Lord in his 
' wondertull wiledome hath ſecretly purpoſed and 
intended by this or that courſe,croſſe, or calami- 
tie, that hee bringeth in ſundrie wiſe vpon his 


choſen people, ſeeing experience teacherh vs, | 


that the leuerall chings that happen vnto vs du- 
ring our lives many times produce ſtrange, and 
; far other effeAs, then men expe from them. Ir 
| ſeemed tharour caſe once would haue gone bur 
| hardly, and would have beene but ſorily ſuppor- 
ted or countenanced, when as long ſince, hee on 
whom wee then much relied, and vnder whoſe 

rotetion wee hoped to reſt quietly, by a wicked 

low was taken from vs ; And yet neverthelefle, 
{ince thattime it hath gone with vs better and 
better. We were likewiſe once perſwaded, that 
when ſuch or ſuch of our friends ſhould grow 
fironger, that our affaires would then haue better 


yet ſecretly it fell outotherwiſe. 

This might moue ſome men to conceiue and 
ſay, thar (ecing ir is {0 with the workes of God 
rhatare wrought among the Children of men, 
that his wayes and his proceedings are ſo ftrange 
and vnſcarchable, how can we then outof Gods 
workcs learne any certaine or ſpectal[thing, tou- 
ching and concerning-our owne ſtaces, and our 
duties towardes God in his workes, whercunto 
notwirhſtanding, we are (o earneſtly, and often- 


| rimes exhorred, and incited-in the holy Scrip- 


| tres, Pſale 92. 6.7. Eſa. 28. 23. 24. Hof. 14. 2 (al 
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ſucceile, and goe more proſperoully forward,and | 
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107, Eſpectally, (ceing ir fallerch alike with the 
godly and vngodly man, in all cheir worlct.y pro- 
ccedtngs, wherein oftentimes ſo vnexpedted 
things happen and tall out, how can we take 0c- 
ca(ion thereby to prayſe and glorifie the Lord, or 
- co humble our (elyes before him, in regard of his | 
extraordinary works, as it he had done ſome (pe- | 
| ciallthing for vs, when as we fare no better then 
other men commonly do,and it is yct vncertaine 
what will further proceed thereot? 

- Tan{were,alrhough inſtantly by Gods ordina- 
ry or extraordinary workes wee cannot conceiue | 
Gods fauour and aftetion towardes men , nor | 
mans ftate in regard of God, thereby ro take oc- 
caſion, ſpecially, for the ſame to prayſe the Lord 
our God, and to (ceke after him ; notwithſtan- | 
ding when we once well know & perceiue mans | 
tate in regard of God, and our owne or any 0- | 
ther mens ipeciall tate in that kind, wee may by | 
the ordinary workes of God here done amongſt 
| men, [carne and concetue many good things ; as 

for examplc,when we know a man to be one that IN 
truely teareth God, and yet ſeethat notwithſtan- 
ding many croſſes and troubles bctall him, and 
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happen to him in this life, we may thereby learne, 

Thar God the righteous Indge of all the world, , 
fandeth cauic & matter enough, when it pleateth | | 
him, Totry the beſt men thar live here on earth, ) 


' by laying great tribulations vpon them, and by 
| many mileries to prouec their patience, 7b 4 & 
| Whcreby alſo we are further admoniſhed, Thar 
| aithavgh weare commandcd to liue holily, and | \\ [ 
D as © 
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as much as in vs lyeth to fecke ro doe the ſame, 
yer that we muſt not perſwade our clues, rhar all 
things therefore here on earth ſhall tall our well 
& proſpcroully with vs according to our deltres ; 
but rather muſt make our account that neverthc- 
leſſe many tribulationsand crofles may fall vpon 
vs here inthis world,and thereupon prepare and 
arme our ſclucs patiently to endure them. Bur | 
chat we may the better percciue and vaderſtand 
how to reape much profit by Gods workes done 
among the Children of men, we muſt know that 
alchqugh they arc things thatare vnſearchableby 
men, to conceive why God dealeth fo diuerfly 
with one vngodly man, in reſpeR of another vn- 
godly man, thar 1s like vnto him, that the one 
farcth cleane contrary tothe other, as for exam- 
ple, giuing the one vngodly man much wealth 
and proſperitie, and laying much aduerſirie, and 
many plagues vponthe other, as alſo why God| 
impoſeth as much, and the very fame ona righ- 
treous man, that he doth on an vngodly man, and 
maketh no difference in outward ſhew berweenc 
them therein, gtuing both the one and the other, 
cyther wealth or pouertie at his good will and 
pleaſure, yet we may by the word of God find our 
and know, why God doth ſo vnto them, or to a- 
ny other man thatis godly or vngodly ; For the 
Lord our God, that is a wiſe God, hath opened 
matiy things vnto vs in his Word,concerning his 
will & dealings with the Children ofmen, which 
if wemarke and well confider the ſame, wee ſhal! 
learne many things touching the ordinary work- 
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ings of God among men; whereof in the next 


Chapter Iwll make a further declaration our of 
| the lame Word. 


| = 
CHAP. VI. 


| Shewing diners ſenerall things, which the Lord hath 

opened unto vs in his Word, touching his good plea- 
ſare and acaliugs with the Children of men here on 
earth, neceſſary to put out of our minaes all aoubts 
concerning the workes of God, and to ſtrengthen 
them in the contrary effects, 


EZZD Irft, and before all other things, God 
29} inhis word openeth vntovs, That 
he loueth men freely as they are men, 
Tits 3.4. Which he witneſſeth,thar | 
he doth by being the Saviour of all 
”en, 1 Tym. 4. 10. Therefore alſo the Plalmitt | 
witneſſeth, that God preſerneth both man and beaſt, | 
Pal. 36.6. And Ieſns Chriſt himſclfe fayth, that 
God maketh his Sunne to riſe on the enill, ind on the 
| 890d, and ſendeth rayme on the iuft and on the vninuſt, 
| Marh. 5. 45. When wee [ce thereforc that the | 
wrath of God is reuealed from heauen, againſt ail ws- 
godlineſſe and onrig hteouſneſſe of men, Rom. 1. 18. 
| we may thereupon. ccrtainely. coaclude, Thar 
there is ſomething wanting in men, and thar for 
| many can(es man deſeruerth puniſhment for (in, 
which God diſliketh, Rom, 3.23. and thereby we 
mav further learne, that ſinne !sthe mother of all | 
D 2 miſcries, 
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| miſcries, and that there is nothing in the world 
which we ſhould with more care & caution, hate, 
(han, and abhor, then (inne, as the onely thing 
thar monerh our Creator to diſlike of vs,and ma- 


keth all vs that are his creatures abhuminabic in 


| his light. 

Secondly, God in his word ſhewerh vs,that he 
| harh a care of chote chat feare him, and of (uch as 
;are godly; and {ecketh todo them good, buc how, 
| any of vsare made godly and righteous, all of vs! 
. | by nature being wicked and laſt [heepe, Row.4. 3. 
{ Epheſ. 2.5. Is noratrhis rime to be ſpoken of;and-| 
' on the contrarie,that he haterh the vngodly,and 
| powreth ont his wrath and indignation vpon 


them. Theeyesof the Lord are vpon the righteous, 


| and. þ1s eares are open totberr ery y,Theface of the Lord 
is apainft them that doe ewill, to cut off the remem- 
brance of them-from the earth,Plal. 34.15. 16.which 
he ſayth he will do when he thinketh good, when 
' the dayes of viſitation, and'df recompence are come, 
Holſ. 9. 7. Exod. 32. 34. Then he will wretchedly 
| deſtroy thoſe wicked men, Mat. 21, 41. Andon the 
' contrary, when the righteous call, the Lord heareth 
and deligereth thens out of all their trouble, Pal. 18. 
: 27. Thereby vnderftanding, that hee deliuerech 
them, by taking them like a wile workeman, out 
of the furnace of aduerſitie, when they are (uffici- 
ently purified and clenied; Thatis, in the time of 
weed, Heb. 4. 16. | 
| From whence it followeth without contradic- 
t10n, in regard thar God is fo diyerſely affeated 
towards the godly and vagodly man,that in that 
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reſpet,when he {endeth one and the like proſpe- 
ritie and aduerſttie, both on the godiy and vn- 


nor co oneend. T hat which God himſclte wit- 
nci{cth vnro vs,on the one (ide , that wharlocuer 


godly, hee doth it not for one (cite fame incenr, | 


tribulation or milery hee {cnderh to the godly | 
man, tt ts for his good and grear benctir, yea cuen | 
the croſſes them(elues arc 10;for God inlighteneth | 


[| 


therr darkeneſſe, Pialm.18:28. and io it falleth our, 


That all things worke for the beſt to them that loue | 
Goa, Rom.8.28. Sothat thetroubles of the goJ- 
ly,are vnato them asan entric into life cucrlalting, 
an carnecſt penny, and as it were the firſt fruires of | 
heauenty toyes, P/al.23.6. As alſo the croſles of 
the godly, are vnco them az a precious medicine 
to heale their ſoules,anda true mcanes to prepare 
the way forthem to enter into the kingdome of 
heaucn, Ads 14.22.And inthis mannerall rhings 

are a bleſling to the godly; For godlineſ/e is profira- 

ble unto al things, haute the promiſcs of this life that 
wow &, and of that which is to come, 1.T im. 4.8. 

On the other fide, whatfocucr the vngodly in- | 
dure, it isalrogethcr acurſevnto them, for Go 
carfeth their bleſsings, Matt.2.2. Sorhat whether 
it bee proſperitie or adyerſitie, it happeneth vn-. 
rothem, 1t falleth outamiſſe with them : for al! | 
things are vncleame vnto them ; becauſe their mindes 
and conſciences arevneleane, Tit.1.14 Deut. 8.15. 
The aduerſity then of the vngodly is a feeling of, 
& a preparattue to cuerlaſting condemnation,ary 
earneſt penny, and the firſt fruits of the ne of 
hell, 1«d. 5. 7. and their proſperirie ts like apoy- 
| D 3 foned 
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ſoned drinke vntothem, for by their wickedacs, 
che more they abuſe their proſperitic, the more 
they ſpoyle their owne ſoules, and ſo it become a 
powerfull meanes to carriethem vnto hell, and 
co the kingdome of darkeneſle, 4pec. 18.7. This 
God opencth vnto vs plainly in his word, where- 
by wee may openly learne and vnderſtand that 
the ſtate ofthe vagodly, whether it bec aduerſitie 
or proſpcrirtie,is altogether miſerable; and on the | { 
contrarie, that the aduerſitie or proſperitic ofthe 
godly,is a happines vntothem. For it is moſt cer- 
tain,thart if the vngodly man doth not in time re- 
pent and amend his life, at the laſt hee ſhall bee 
ſure of after condemnation, andthe godly man 
of cucrlaſting ioy and felicicie, as wee haue a ma- 
nifeſt exam Te thereof in the Rate of the rich | 
man,and of poore Z4z4rws, Luk.16.19.And who 
ſeeth not,thatthe rich man for all his wealth and 
worldly proſpericic, was an accurſed wretch, and 
that poore LZazarms in his greateſt miſcrie was 
happic and bleſſed ? what man is hee, that would 
not rather chooſe, looking into che end of them 
both, to live inthis world in the tate of poore 
Lazarwus,then in that of the rich glutton ? 

So you lee, that from theſe difterentaffetions| 
of God, both vnto the godly and the vngodly, | 
which hee hath ſhewed vnto vs in his word, and |. 
by their laſt ends which thereupon enſuc, the 
grounds ofthe hope and comfort that the godly 
haueand recciuc in the midit of their aduerlitie 
and troubles : And the grounds of the fearesand 
miſerics, which the vagodly are like to fall vnto, 

whiles! 
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| whiles they poſſeſſe worldly proſperity and plea- | 
ſarc. Bur hearken yer further , whar the Lord. 
bimſelte ſaith vato his ſervants and meſſengers ; 
touching them both; Say v#79 the ri7hteous that it 
ſpall bee well with him, for they ſhall eate the fruite of 
their doings : Woe onto thewicked it thall bee ill with 
him, for the reward of his handes ſhall be eiuen hin. 
Efa.3.10.11. Now it wee conlider this well, and | 
rake good heed, and earneſtly marke the end, 
both of the godly and of the vngodly,we ſhall be 
throughly perſwaded, from the doubrfpll con- 
cette that wee hanein our mindes, touching the 
workes of God done here vpon carth among 
men, when we oftentimes behold and (ec the vn- 
ly to proſper ſo much in this world, and the 
gk Somls and aduertitic, which for 
chat it is a matter of great importance, in the 
next Chapter I will more at large: open the 
ſame vnto you. 


| 


Et — 


CHAP. VIL ty] 
That there ts nocauſe at all , why men ſhould make mny 
doubt or queſtion, when they ſee many vngodly me | 
here proſper in the world, and diners godly men 
line in poxertic and aducrſitte. 


KJ Hcre are two ſpecial reaſons,that moue 
»Y men to become careiefle and licenti- 
WF %! ons here in the world, when they ſee 

= and behold how itfareth , both with 


the godly and vngodly in rhis world. The firſts, 
D 4 RE... 


——— 


24 


| 


— 
. 


The Ballance of the Sanfluary. — 


that many times they ſee, that thoſe tha feare 
Godare in great miſctic and calamitie, and che 
vngodly proſper and abound in wealth. This 


| many mcn cannot brooke,while they are perſwa- 


' ded, that irſtandeth nor with theigreat Maieſtic 
. of the God-head, and the Tuftice of God to dcale 
' in ſuch manner; andthercaſon is, becaulethey 
| looke vpon nothing burtthe outward ſhew , and 
| conlider nor the end for which God dorh it; for 
if inthe leſt degree they did but thinke and re- 
| member , that God meancth well rothe godly, 
and that their opprelhions are wholeſome medi- 
cincs for thcir ſoules, the better to prepare them 
for the life rocome : And on the coatrarie, thar 
the proſperitie of the m_ is like the Quale; 
'ro the children of 1ſraet! , that diced while they 
' were intheir mouthes, then they would preſent- 
ly ſee and percetue that they have no caule to 
doubt of, or to miſconſter and tumble at the 
workesof God. For to ſpcake the truth , who is 
he that will longer ſtumble at, orthinke itſtrange 
ro (ce, that God loſerth and iflacketh the bridle to 
thechilcren of rhe worid, but tutcreth, holderh 
in, reſtraincth inſtantly , and ſuffercth not his 
children to hauc their wills, when hee remcm- 
breth thatthe Lord doth itto his children, to the 
end that they may become the more ſpirituall 
and better prepared for the kingdame of heaven: 
. doe wee not the like 4n marrers of leile impor- 
trance, continually im our houles to our chi'dren, 
wee (uffer our dogs thatwee breed in our houſes, 
 torunne atlibertic looſe and vaticd,and hauc no 
repard 
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regard what they doe, nor how it fareth with | 
them, but 1s 1irnor our manner to looke narrow- 
ly to our children, to keepe them ſhorr, to reach | 
and inſtru them ; and why doe we fo, butonely | 
to bring them vp to all vertuous ations, and for 
their becrer preferment. So thart it 1s to a ({p*- 
ciall end, that wee haue ſo great a care of our 
children , which in no wile wee doe intend 
to our dogges, but letthem runne where they | 
liſt. | 

The word of God therefore aduiſcthvs, to 
caft off all doubts and fearcs touching the workes 
of God, andtorid vs thereof, willeth vs notto 
looke onely vpon the outward end of the chil- 
dren of men, and to conlider of nothing elſe, but 
the courſe of this preſent world, even as the ſtate 
oftherich glutton , and of poore Lazarws, is (et. 
downe and declared vnto vs by Teſs Chriſt him- | 
{clfe, Zuk.16. So the Apoſtle Saint Paul warneth | 
vs, ſaying ; Remember thoſe that hane the rule oner | 
you, who = [poken onto you the word of God,whoſe 
faith follow, conſidering the end of their conuer ſation, | 
Heb. 13.7. And tothe ſameend Saint /azes (ayth, | 
Behold wee count them happy which indure ; you haue | 
heard of the patience of Job, and haue ſcene the end of 
the Lord; for the Lord is very pittifull, and of tender 
mercy, lames 5.11. 

Touching the proſperity ofthe vngodly,who 
would begricued thereat, when wee marke and 
thinke vpon their endes zrhey ſtand vpon ſlippe- 
rie ground and {oone fall downe:and then comes 
in the hard and heame reckonings which they | 

E muſt 
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=> | muſt make at rhe latter day, fee the 4y. P [abme ;,| 


| What is hce that grudgeth at che good that men 
i doe tothole that are condemned ro die, orat the 


.. \when they are led ro exccution to be broken on 
wheelcs 2 or who wovid not chote to patic tho. 

- A rough a troubleſome and durtie way, to intoy a 
"great inherirance,then thorongh a taire and plea- 
{ant way to goc to execution ? doe not many ho- 
neſt houlbolders,diflike of fFvaggering compani- 
<A ons, that dayly and hourely haunt the beſt Innes 
© {and Taucrnes inthe Citie, and conſume their 
wealth in banket after banker, as long as their 
credits laſt ? and doe they notrhinkethem men 
of little wiſedeme or conlideracion ? and is itnoc 
found to bee {o when they make vp their recko- 
nings at home in their houſes ? So it ſtands with 
the proſperttic of the vagodly many times here 
in this world , they haue greatwealth and abun- 
dance: but they ſpend vpon their owne ftockes, 
- | andahard reckoning followeth afteric : where- 
as on the contrary godly men, thatin this world 
arc kept ſhort and (pend vpon their fathers purſe, 
wherher jt be ſupcrtiuoully or otherwiſe, as their 
fatherthinkcs ir good , haue no feare of an after 
reckoning,all is treely forgiuen them: T hus their 
ends difter much one from another. This when 
'the Plalmift conſidered , although before rou- 
ching this point of the wagkes of God , kow the 
, vagodly proſper, and the godly line pooreand 
. miſerably,hec was ſomewhar troubled,and mur- 
tred thercar, yet at laſt hee was perſwaded, as hee 


| him- 
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himſclfe witnefleth, faying ; When 7 thought to 
know this it was too painefull for mee , wntill 1 went 
tate the Santtuary of God , then vnderſteod 1 their 
end, Plalm.73.16.17. 


CHAP. VIIEL 


That there i no cauſe why men ſhould bee ſo much 4- 
baſhed, when they ſhall conſider how the enemies of 
God's people, when they inconnter inbattaile with 
the people of GOD , and haue the vpper hand 
and overthrow them. 


a ET this is not all , thatwhich 
Te cauſcth greateſt diſlike in the 
hearts of many men,touching 
the workes of God done 4- 


thar men ſee and obſerue that the vngodly oken-|\, 


point that produccth greateſtdifficultie,and'ma- 
ny men cannot be reſolved, how it ſhould come 
to paſſerharthe ſervantesof the moſt high God, 
that have his cauſe in hand,that are icalous of his 
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glory,and tight for histruch, ſhould be ouercome 
- by thoſe that are Gods enemies, that Gods caule 
ſhould turne the backe, and falſhood and de- 
 ceit haucthe vpper hand ; this by many men can- | 
| not beconceiued nor conlidered as it [hould bee, | 
* forthatas things are-brought to patle, rhey (ce 
nothing but contrary effects. The vngodly arc: 
hardened inthcir vngodlineſſe , and the godly 
, weepe and mourne , all thinges are worle and 
worlc, andthe name of the Lord by this meancs. 
{landred, and euill ſpoken of, and his truth bla- 
med. | | 
| Tanſwer,we muſtneedes confeſſe and acknow- 
ledge, thar theſe are moſt profound wayes of 
| God, bur the Lord alſo-in his holy word hath | 
giuen vs to vnderſtand , what the meaning isof 
| theſe his moſt wonderfull workes , and celleth vs | 
that he hath reaton ſo rodoe, both inreſpect of | 
the godly, and the vngodly , and of his people, | 
and theirenemies ; and firſt giuerh vs to == wk 
| ſtand, that in thefe oceurrents hee is paticnt, and 
| long ſuffering, Z»k.18. 7. That he is nor ſo haſtie 
| as wee are, P(a/.116.11. Hee can indure that his 


' 
' 


| cauſe,and his-peoples cauſe ſhould ſometime bee | 
| hindred,and that the vagodly ſhould domineire, 
| as if Baal or A/taroth , and notthe God of 7/racl 
ruled and goucrncd the world , andreacherh vs 
further hat he ſuffereth ir (oro bee, thereby the | 
more to aduance his honour, when hee once be» 
gins {© to riſe vp , that his enemies are driven 
dacke, and that he lifteth vp againe the heads of 
his people, which before were deicted and caſt 


downe, 
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downe. T hus he witnefleth, thar for the fame 
caule he ſuffcrerh his people of Tiracl] ro be ham- 
bled, thatafrerward he might aduance them,atid 
that (o all the world might ſee that it was neither 
their policie, wiſedome, nor power, but his ble(-| 
lings thar had relewwed, and rayled them vp, 
Deut, 8. 9. | 
Here what the Lord to this end ſayth by the 
Prophet ; The earth monructh and langni(heth, Le- 
banon is aſhamed and hewen downe, Sharon is like 
a wilderneſſe, and Baſan and Carmell ſhake off their 
fruits ; now will 1 riſe jayth the Lord, ſeeing my peo-: | 
ple are ſo much confounded, and every man 
thinketh, that they are wholy ouerthrowne, now 
will 7 be exalted, now will 1 lift vp my ſelfe, Bla. 3 3. | 
9.10. 1 hane a long time houlden my peace, (ayth he, | 
1 hawe beene flill and refrayned my ſelfe, now will 1 cry | 
like a trauelling woman, 1 will deſtroy and deuonre at | 
once, Ela. 42. 14. the enemies of my people. This | 
is Gods purpole when he ſuffereth his people for 
' {atimeto be ouer-run and maſtred by their cne- | 
mies : which ifwe conlider well, we will no Jon- | 
ger bec abaſhed thereat, nor ſtumble ar Gods 
workes, though things goe ncucr (© crofle fora 
time with Gods owne people, and that the ene- 
mics of the Goſpell thereby ſeeme to grows 
ſtrong. | 
When we reade of the proſperitie of Hammer 
thecruell and (worne enemy of Gods people,and 
vnderftand that he proceeded (o farre,tharall rhe | | 
| people of 1/7ae/lwere indged todie, and that hee | 
deing heir greateſt and birtereſt enemie, had the 
| E 3 CYECM. | 
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| rothe Queene, and boaſted thereof to his fricnds; 
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cxecution thereof committed to him, would not 
men therby conclude,looking vpon the outward 
vntoward proceedings, thatthe Lord had aban- 
donedand forlaken his people of 1/racll; yet we 
know in the end, that the higher that Hammos 
the encmie of Gods peopledid clime, the neerer 
the deſtruction of the Children of //rael/ ſeemed 
to be, and the more the enemies of Gods people 
being diſappointed of their purpoſes were con- 
founded, the more honor the Lord did then reap 
vnto himſelfe, by the deliucrance of his people. 
So wonderfull is God the Lord in his workes : 
wherby it appeareth,that cuen then when he (uf. 
fereth the cauſe of his people in a manner to fall 
vnto the ground, heftill houldeth the rudder in 
his hand, and hath an cye on them, and acare 
that they ſhall notalrogerher be onerthrowne. 
And ſo all the miſ-vnderftanding, wrong iudg- 
ing,miſ-conſtruing & ſtumblings at Gods workes 
conliſts hercin,that we onely looke vpon exterior 
things, and neuer remember to goe into the San- 
Auary of God,to looke into the end of his wayes, 
and what his ſecret meaning is therein. Marke 
what I ſay. Qucene Eſter that was a great friend 
to the people of God, and ſought what meanes 
ſhe could rodeliuerthe people of 1/r4ell from that 
danger, and to bring Hammoento confaſion, what 
| courle did ſhee take. Shee invitcd the King and 
| {/ammon with himto be her gueſts, ſhee receiued 
| and intertained him friendly, and Hammor could 
; perceiue noother butthat he was very welcome 


And 
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And yet that was not enough, #eftqr bad him to | 
| be hergueſtthe ſecond time, and ſhewed him a | 
| fayre countenance from time to time. Now whar | 
| mightthe Icwes that knew not Queene Heſter: 
meaning, haue conceived and iudged hercof?. 
| might not they haue thought, chat Heſter alto 
| conlentcd with Hammonto helpe roroot our and | 
| confound the Icwes? Bur the meaning was cleane 


; contrary: ſhee (ought ro bring Yawmen to confu- | 
{10n, and to deliver the [ewes from death ; the it- 
{ue thereof ſhewerh it plainely, Heft. 5.7. 

T hus the Lord our God many times worketh | 
with the enemies of his people, hee {ecmeth fora | 
while to.draw them on, and to leaue his owne 
people, co make them the more contounded and 
aſhamed, when vnexpeRedly hee onerthrowerh 
them,and delivercth his people fromthem.”Ton- 
| chingthele wayes of God therefore wee mult at- 
| tend Gods pleaſurc, and in the mcane rime patt- 
ently expe his ]eiſure. And this God declareth 
vnto vs in his Word touching his ſtrange work- 
ings aforclayd, which to men ſecme ſo offenſiue, 
yea, which is more, our good God ſheweth vs yer 
more ſpeciall and waighticr cauſes, wherefore at 
ſometimes he ſuffereth his owne people to be op- 
preſſed by their cnemies, and letteth them fall in» 
ro great miſeries and troubles, whereof ſome con- 
ceive, the enemies of Gods people, others Gods 
people them(ſelues. Touching his owne people, 
{omrimes he ſuffereth them to fall intothe hands 
ofthcirenemies,and by that meancs Jadeth them 
with a heavic yoake ; becauſe they did notcnde- 
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_ uvourthemſelues wiſely, and as it became them, | 
 tobearc his Fatherly yoake on their necks. Heare | 
what the Lord ro tharend (ayth to his people : | 
| Becauſe that thou ſerueſt not the Lord thy God with | 
zoyfulneſſe, and withgladneſſe of heart, for the aboun- | 
' dance of all things ;, therefore ſhalt thou ſerue thine e- 
' nemies, which the Lord ſhall ſend againſt thee in hun- | 
ger,and in thirſt, and in nakedneſſe,and in want of all 
| things, and he ſhall put a yoake 8firon pon thy necke, 
and all this the Lord doth, as hee himlelfe alſo wit- | 
' neſſeth, that his people might know what diffe- 
' rence there is betweene ſcruing of him, and ſer- 
 uing the Kingdomes of his encmics,2 Chro.12.8. 
T heretore for that his people by the ſubriltie of 
Sathan, the temptations of the world, imbecilitie 
and careleſncfle ſomerimes efteeme not of the 
ſweere yoake of Chriſt,znd calme running water 
of Shiloas they ſhould doe, the Lord layetha hea- 
| uie yoake vpon them, and bringerh them into 
 deepe, and many waters of opprefſion ; wherein 
 wharſtrange thing doth the Lord? Whatdoth he 
I ſay, that ſhould moue men in any manner to 
diſhike? When we vie todo the (ame(and thinke, 
and periwade ovr (clues that we doe wiſely)with 
our owne Children; that ſometimes wee put to 
hard Schoole-maiſtcrs, and cruell teachers for a 
ryme, that they might learne and know how ea- 
ſiea yoake they beare on their ſhoulders in their 
Fathers houfes, which yet when we doe, it is out 
of mcereloue, and forthe good and profit ofour 
Children. 
| Oatrke other (ide, touching the enemies of 
Gods 


— | 


G—_ 


. | they get the vpper hand of Gods people, and de- 
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Gods people, alrhough then they ſeeme (| pecially 
ro bee happie and bleſſed, when in that manner 


goure them ike bread ; yet the truth is, thatno 


greater plague can happen vnto them, then when | 
they are permitred to oppreſſe and wrong the 

ople of God, and towath their hands in their 
bloud ; which the Lord in his great wrath ſome- 
times pcrmicteth to be done, when hee determi- 
ncth ro ſufferthem co fill vp the meaſure of their 
wickedneſle, and to haſten their Iudgement, and 
veter deſtrution.Eucn then when they overcome 
and ſpoyle the people of God, and lead them | 
Jo Tg away with themas a prey, They doe 
nothing els but in a manner heap vp a great dcale 
of wood, ftubble,and raw, with coles of firc vn- 
dcr them, which at the laſt burnes them all vp. 


| 


For ſo the Lord himſelfe witneſſerh, faying ; /»| 


that day will 1 make the wilderneſſe of Indah like 4 
hay th of fire among the wood, and like 4 torch of fire in 
4 bundle of ſtraw, Zach. 12.6. And againe, And in 
that day will I mgke Teruialem a burthenſom ſtone for | 
all people ; all that burthen themſelues with it ſhallbee | 
cut in peeces, though all the people of the errth bee ga- 
thered together againſt it, Zach. 12. 3. Hearken | 
what the Lord in this reſpe againc and againe | 


| commaundeth, and oftentimcs willeth his Pro- 


hets to ſhew to the world : Thou Son of man ſayth 
he, Propheſie to the mountaines of Iitacll, and ſay; Ye 
Mountaines of Iſraell, heare the word of the Lorad'; 
Thus ſayth the Lord ; Becauſe the enemie had [aya a- 


gainſt you, Aha,encn the auncient high places are ours | 
in 


—_ — 
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| #12 poſ5eſſion, Therefore propheſie and ſay ; Thus ſayth! 
the Lord God ;, Beeruſe they haus made you deſolate, 
ax [wallowed you vp on exery ſtde,that you might be a | 
| poſſeſs108 vnte the reſttue of the Heathen, and yee are | 
| 7aken vp in the lips of talkers, and are aninfamie of the 
i people, Therefore yee Monntaines of I[raell , heare the 
| word of the Lora God; Thus /ayth the Lord God to 
the mountaines, and to the hills,to the riuers,aud to the 
valleyes, to the deſolate waſts, and to the Citties that 
are forſaken, which are become 4 prey and acrifion to 
the reſidue of the Heathen, that are round abort. 
Therefore thas [ayth the Lord, ſurely in the zeale of 
my ielouſic 1 haue ſpoken againſt the reſtdue of the hea- 
| then, and againſt all Idumea, which haue appoynted 
| my Land into their poſſeſs1ons, with the ioy of all their 
heart, with diſpitefull minds, to caft it out for a prey, 
Propheſie therefore concerning the Land of [{racl],and 
|/ay onto the mountaines, and to the hils, and to the 
riuers, and to the valleyes ;Thus ſayththe Lord Gol, 
Behold 1 haue [poken in my telowſie, and in my fury, 
becauſe you hane borne the ſhame of the heathen,there- 
| fore thus ſayth the Lord God, 1 haze lifted vp mine 
hand, ſurely the heathen that are about you they ſhall 
i beare their ſhame. But yee O Mountaines of Iſrael, 
| you ſhall ſhoot forth your braxnches,and yeeld your fruit 
| to my people of [{raell, for they are at hand to come, 
| Ezech.36. 1.2.344.5.6.7.8. And for that the Lord 
| Intendeth to deale in this manner with his owae 
| people, and with their enemies when they ouer- 
| comeand oppreſſethem ; he pronounceth a woe 
 vnto A//yrie, by the Prophet E/ay ; & that for this 
| cauſe,becauſe they were to over-run and opprefle 
the] 


| 


People of my wrath, ( where hee vnderſtanderh his 


The Ballance of the Sandtuary. | 


the people of 1/7aell for a tyme, like durt in the 
ftreere; laying,0 A//yrians the rod of mine anger aud 
the ftaffe in their hand 1s mine indignation, 1 will [end 
him againſt an hypoeriticall Nation, and againſt the 


owne people, that becaule of their ſinnes had a | 
long tyme (ore offended him) 7 will gene him a 
charge to take the ſpoyle, and to take the prey, and to 
tread them downe like the mire t# the ſtreets, Eſa: 10. 
5-6, Tothis end allo the Lord witneſſeth, that 
hee delayed to take revenge for the bloud of his 
Children, vntill more of them were ſlaine for his 
truth (ake, thatat one time he mighteviſite the c- 
nemies of his truth in cheir owne houſes & make 
aiuft reckoning with them, 4p9.6.9 10.1. Wher- 
by it is manifeſtly to be (eene, That the Lord (uf- 
fereth the encmies of the truth ſomtimes to have 
the vpper hand, becaulſc that alreadie by reaſon 
of their great ſinnes and offences committed a- 
gainſt him, they have in ſuch manner offended 
him, that in his wrath he thinkerh ir firto ſlacke 
the bridle vato them, and to ſuffer them to pro- 
ceed from bad ationsto worle, for their heauier 
iudgement and condemnation. _- 

T hisalfo muſt be vnderftood and conceciucd 
in martcrs of le(ſe moment, wherein the Children 
of the world without reaſon and lawfull ground, 
gct the vpper handouer the Children of God, as 
when they meete together in barraile inthe field, 
or in any towne, or in prayer, or ata marriage, or 
ſuch like,and there are (]Jaine,murthered or {pay- 


led, & in all orher ſuch like occurrents. And thus 
F 2 the | 
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the Lord finderth occafion both in regardof his 

owne —_—_ and of their enemies, now and then 
to make his people the foote and nor the head, 
 thar he ſuffreth them to lie vnder feete, and the e- 
nemies of the truth to tread vpon them ; which 
' whoſoever well waigheth and conlidererh with 
art vnderftanding heart, hce ſhall (oone perceiue 
| & ſee, thar there 1s no caule of doubt to be made, 
or ſcandall ro be found in theſe workes of the 


| 


' Lord. 


[— 
| 
| 


CHAT. IA 


| Further 1uſtification of the aforeſard Doctrine, which 

the Lord ſheweth vs ont of his word, touching his 
proceedings with the Children of men, againſt the 
people of God in our age. 


3A Har wee may further Tuſtific this 
4) poynt touching Gods procee- 
7 Fo ding with his people, and their 
cnemies, and diſcufle the diffhi- 
a FY,. culties and troubles which in 
SSPTXEc theſerimes are in divers places 
| brought vpon Gods people by their enemies, we 
; muſt afrcrthe like manner,with duereſpeR ſpeak 
 gencrally, both ofthe proceedings ofthe people 
' of God,and of their enemies. 
| Thar the light efthc Goſpell hathlong ryme 
ſhone moſt clearly in this age, as thoſe thar know 
| any thing asthey oughtto doc, cantell; and that 
| the 
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the ſame hath beene ſleightly regarded , both by 
 friendesand foes , all choſe plainely ſeeir, that 
have receiued any light artall fromthe Lord. our 
God. Many both greatand (mall , both mightic 
Patentates and meane men, long {ince and otten- 
times, with all their mights, haue ſtrouen againft 
the ſame,and ſoughr vrrerly ro-dam and {mother | 
it vp , byallthe meanes they could ; efteeming | 
that to bea falſe light, which is only able to lead 
and guide them to the way of ſaluation. Others, 
that in ſome ſort had a liking thereunto-, have 
made no great account nor etimation thereof, 
but haue ſuffered ir in ſuch (ſort to ſhine , and o 
 ſerued their turnes therewith, that they were con- 
rentto live where itwas, and ſometimes to come 
where it ſhoane, without making any reckoning 
to accept, or, to make profeſſion thereof. And 
amongftrthoſe that proceeded (o farre , that they 
have accepted thereof asa rule of their fairh, and 
an order of living well;there are many found that 
have no care orderly , and as they ought ro doe, 
ro walke inthe light thereof: (o that on this fide 
\al{o many Jamentable offences have beene mini- 
tred;and doubts beene raiſed .yo.cauſe controuer- 
fies and errours. 

This the Lord God, the Fatherof lights hari 
ſcene and beheld from the highctt heauens, the 
place of his holy habitation ; and it griened him 
much to (ce and perceine, ſuch great vathank- 
fulneſſe and ingraticude for ſo excellent a gift, 
then the which ( nexrvntro ſaluation ir ſelfe)no- 
better hath beenc given by God vnto the chik| 
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dren of men : For which cauſe hec hath ſuffered 
the vathankefwll world, and that wou!d nor ac-| 
ceptthe loue ofthe truch,to fall into ſtrong delu- 
ſions and great doubts, whereby they tooke oc-| 
calion, to cleaue vntoand beleecue lies. So that 
in this ourage, wee haue (eene in the reformed 
countries of the world, many great and very dan-| 
gerous diſpucations to arife,and controuerſies ro 
grow touching religion : whereby many men, 
that looke no further then vpon the outward 
ſhew and face thereof, were ſo much amazed and 
abaſked thereat, that they began more and more 
ro diſlike it, androleaue it : Theſe are deepe 
wayes of God, which therefore ought to have 
mooucd all Chriſtian heartsto ſearch into the in- 
rent and meaning of God; and withallro take oc 
caſion to ſhake off the aforeſaid vnſayoury ingra- 
titude, and to bend their mindes vnto a more 
wholeſome courſe of obedience. Bur this hath 
beence praiſed by very few,and at this day is yet 
ro0 much neglefed. 

For which cauſe the wrath of God hath beene 
more and mare kindled , and his our ftretched | 
arme hath nor hojden backe; burin his anger he 
| is gone foorth, and hath ſuffered the vngodly 
world that hartenerh ir (elfe, to fall into more 
hardneſſeand deluſion ; as euery man knowerh 
| how much the blind world now hardneth and| 
| 1mboldneth irſelfe, each one in his crrours, vpon 
occaſion ofthe preſent troubles that daily hap- 
pen to the people af God in theſe dayes : for the 
*nexies of the Gafpel, thereby rake occaſion to | 


thinke | 


+ 
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thinke and pcrſivade them(clues, Dac they haue 
done great and good (cruices vnto God and.yet 
doc,when they perſecute und feeke ro roote out 
the protectours and profeiiours of the truth, and 
choſe that have halted berwcene both , thinke 
chcm(clues happie that chey (as many others ) 
have fior throwen their lor into the, lap of thole 
whole chance they thought might alter and 
change. Thus the Lord as he hath chreatned,ler- 
reth it raigme ſnares, fire, ana brimſtone, and a hor» 
rible tempeſt vpon the vngodly , Plal. 11.6. wherein 
they ſhalbe taken & (poyle themſelues. For in all 
chete things, thole wretched men doe nor once | 
remember , that when to fulfill their owne plea- 
ſures they doe {o, they iudge vniuftly of Gods 
truth, and thereby offend ag.1inft the generation of 
bis Children, Pialm.73. 15. How oftentimes was 
1/rael troubled and vexed with contentions and 
warres amongſt themſelues, yea and ouer-runne 
allo by the Phi/z/tines andother enemies ? where- 
as notwithſtanding, the [Iſraelites were the onely | 
people of God, and onely had the light of falua- 
tjon among them : Whar innafions.and incurſi- 
ons hane the cruel] Heathen diucrs times made 
vpon the Chriſtians ? and yet wee know that the 
Chriftians, and not the Heathens haue the truth 
on their (ide. 

But theſe things the Lord ſometimes ſuffererh, 
co fall ypon and come againſt his owne people,to 
cleanſe them, to try their faiths, & to theend thar 
thoſe that remaine obftinate might haue that | 


| which they haue deſcrued. 1. Corinth. 11. 1% 
F 4 Marth. "a 


« 


——— > CC es a ans. 


_— 


5 SHO 


4 
> ER ann run nn ern 


| Matth.187. [ F thus it fallerh out that ſuch mi- | 
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 ſerable men, thar gloric and take moſtdelight, to 
| behold the troubles & perſecutions of Gods peo- | 


; ple, rhar boaſt oft and perſever in their enmitie | 


and perverſe proceedings , are thoſe certainely 
' thatare moſt plagued thereby ; for thatby (ſuch 
' meanesthey are hardened in their errors and de- 
{uſfjons, which lead them into perdition. Can 
| greater plagues then theſe bee any wayes bee | 
* | thought on? and all this alſo is iuſtand righteous 
| with God,that thoſe thatrecciued notthe loue of 
* thetruth,thatthey might be ſaved, might fall into 
ſtrong deluſions and beleccue lies, 2.7 he/.2.10.11. 
| Andthar thoſe that are the cauſes of reuolting 
' and doubts raiſed , and ſometimes firongly 
mainctaine them , ſhould haue the ſame mca- 
| fure mett vnto them, and thereby fall into per- 
dition. | 
Thus it fares wirh them (by the wonderfull 
prouidence of God) as the Plalmiſt ſaith; 4s 
they lowed curſing ( tor they delighted in crrour) 
ſoletit come wnto them, Pſalm. 10g. 17. Beſidcs all 
the curſes rharyer hang ouer their heads, forthe 
oppreſhon,fhame, diſgrace, and wrongs by them 
done vnto the children of God in their troubles 
and adyuerlities - for it ismoſttruc and certaine, 
that alchough the Lord God (after his people for 
a whileto bee oppreſſed by their cnemies , when 
he hath once finiſhed all his workes vpon Mount 
. $:0v, and ſufficiently puniſhed his people, he will 
' goeto viſitetheir enemies in their owne houſes, 


' and caft the rodde of his anger into the fire, Eſa. 


| 


Fe »- 10.13. 
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« 
as 


| his children many times rebelled againſt him,) 


{ 
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10.12.Behold how excellently the Blalmiſt ſerrerh 
this forth, laying ; !//hen God heard this (that is,that 


hee was wrath and greatly abhorred Iſtacl ; ſo that he 
forſooke the T abernacleof Shiloh, the tent that he had 
placed among men, and dcliuered his ſtrength into _— 
truitie, and his glory into the enemzes hand, he gaue his 
people ener alſo unto the ſword, and was wrath with 
his inheritance. The fire conſumed their young men, 
and their maidens was not ginen to marriage , their 


Prieſts felt by the ſword, and their wrddowes made no 


lamentation. T hus farre it went on Gods enemics | 
| {ide,as we read, 1. Saw. 4. but marke what follow- 


eth: T hen the Lerd awaked as 2ne out of ſlecpe,and 
bke a mig htie man that ſhooteth by reaſon of wine: and 
he [mote the enemies in the kinder parts, hee put them 
to a perpetuall reprech , Plalme 75. 59. 60. 61. 
62. 63. 64. 65. 66. which alſo wee read in the firſt 
of Samuel the fifth , Th i the heritage of the ſer- 
warts of the Lard, and their 1ighteou[neſſe is of mee, 
ſayth the Lord, Eſa. 54. 17. That the Lord God in 
his timc ſhall recomperce tribulation to theſe that 
trouble thems,1nd giuereſt to thoſe that are troubled, 
2.Theſ[.1.6 7. euen in the time of need, Heb.4. 16. 
And thus it appeareth alwayes,thatalthough the | 
Lord ſecmeth to haue forſaken his people for a | 
while , and to hold with theirencmies , yer in 
truth, and certaintic this ſtandes firmely , Thar 
Gol will not caſt away righteous man, neither will hee 
helpe the enill doers, Tob 8. 20. how much ſocuer 
he (ecmeth ro ftand againft his owne people, and 

to ſtrengthen the hand ofthe vngodly. 
G Theſe | 
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Thele arc che wondertull waycs of our God 
and this is the certaintie of his workes done a- 
mongrthe children of men, which mooued the 
| Pfalmiſt,that had a (piricuall eic in ſme meaſure, 

to looke into the waies of God,and to fer downe 
lthewurh thereof, to breake out into this ſpeech 
and (ay ; 0 Lord how great are thy workes , and' 
thy thourhts are wverie deepe, a brutiſh man know- 
eth not, neither doth a foole underſtand this, Plalm. 
92.5.0, "Is IS 

Thus wee may ſee, that alchough the works 
of God, doncamong the children ot men, for 
rhe moſt part are hidden from vs, and incom- 
prehenlible, yer that which our good God hath 
openly made knowne vnto vs in his word, in-| 
ftruterh and inableth vs with ſpeciall profit, 
fruit, and comfort, to marke and looke into the 
workes of God. It remaineth then, that wee 
{et downe and further ſpeake of certaine nota- 

ble fruits char grow out of that which wee 

haue before ſet downe; which wee 
will doe in the Chapter 
following. 
| ©) 


CHAP. 


—_ - 


[1 


/ 
i 


The Ballaxce of the Sanfiuary. | 


CG HAP. -@X 


ne ee CCS 


T hat without contradietion it appeareth by the afore- 
ſata order of the workes of God , done among the. 
children of men, that there ſhall bee an after recke-| 
ing made, with all the children of men is the! 
world to come. | 


L- by | 

— . 2 Ea Me G , that it is euidently| 
AN (GY knowne, that God the Lord ls 
a righteous Indge ; For the| 
workes of man ſhall bee rendred 
NY onto him, and he will cauſe enery| ® 
= man to finde according to hs 
wayes, Tob 34. 11. andthatiris alwaycs found, 
that the Lord in this world maketh no cuen 
reckoning with the children of men, when hee| 
ſuffereth a godly man all his life umeto live in 
great trouble and aduerſitic, and rodye therein ; 
and ſendeth greatriches and ioy to an vngodly 
man all his lik long ;and they hawe nacroſſes, but 
their ſtrength is firme , PAL 17. 14. and Pial.7 3.4. | 


| And alfo by experience in the common courle | 


of the world, ir is found that many ofthe deare' 
children of God , are perſecuted and euilly dealr 
withall, onely becauſe they take Gods cauſe tn 
hand,are icalous of God honour, {ccke the ſprea- 


ding abroad of the Goſpel , and the proſperitie 
of his people , and that it oftentimes farerh fo 


with them, that they are oppreſſed and lole their 
| G 2 lives: | 
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liues: therefore, as it happenerh alſo ro many o- | 
ther Martyrs of God , and faithtuil wirncflvs of 
histruth, Apec.2.13. wee muſt of neceſiitic rhere- 
fore hence conclude, That God for certaine will | 
make an afrer reckoning in the worid to come, | 
for ircan by no meanes ſtand with the righreoul-| 
nefſe and goodnefle of our God, that hee ſhould | 
tndure or {uffer his owne children, and his faith- 
' full (eruants, who for the fullilling of kis will, did: 
| not refuſe to yeeld their lives into the enemies 
| handes and to dye, and that for hiscauſe were 
 ſhamefully handled, curſed, abaſed, and laine, 
ſhould nor be rcucnged, Luke 18.7.8. Aporal.6.9. 
10.11, Could aiuſtand an vpright Prince endure | 
that his truftic (cruants and ofhcers, ſhonld be a(- 
fayled, perſecutcd, and (laine by his ſubicRts, be- 
cauſe they ſecke to mainetaine and vphold his 
lawfull commandements, and to ſcethem execu- 
red, without taking their caules in hand , re- 
| ucaging their blood , and puniſhing the offen- 
' dours as they had deſcrued? Much leſle, will the 


| ofhis children that are ſlaine and murthered in 
this world, to goe vnreuenged. 
Therefore, it there wereno other reaſons then 
' thatonely, for which God ſhould makea com- 
' monreckoning with the children of men at the 
 lartcr day, yet were this cauſe enough for it. So 
the Apoſtle ſerteth downe the necefittic of the 
laſt day of tyudgement, to canliftypon this ; That 
the godly are here oftentimes {o cruelly oppreſ- 
| iced dy the vngedly,and faith to the Theſ/alonians, 
- thar 
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that it is 2 mamjeſt token of the righteous Indeement 
of Go4, that yee may be counted worthie of the king-' 
domeof Go:, for which yee alſo ſuffer, ſecing it is a 
righteous thing with God, to recompence tribulation 
to thems that trouvle you, and to you who are troubled, ' | 
reſt withvs, when the Lord leſus ſhall bee rewealed 
from heawen with bis mightie Anzells, 2 Theſl. 1. 5., 
6.7. Thenallo « ſhall be made manifctt,chough it : 
| bee nener {o much forgotten here in the world, : 
and how little regard or knowledg (ocuer ſcemes 
to betaken of the godly, and thoſe that arerigh- 
teous, T hat Goa h.nkened, and heard it,and 4 booke | 
of remembrance was lyd before him, for them that fea- | 
red the Lord, and thought vpon his name, and accor- | 
dingly it fhall then alſo be knowne, what dfe- 
rence there  betweene the righteous and the wicked, 
betweene him that [erueth the Lord, and him that ſer- 
weth him not, Mala. 3. 16. 17. 18. Herewith the 
godly alſo maſt comfortthem(ſclues, as the Pro- % 
phetalſo witneſſcth ; and take heede, that they 
partake not with the vagodly, of whom Salomon | 
ſayth, Becauſe ſentenceagainſt an cuill worke is not | 
executed ſpeedily, therefore the heart of the ſonnes of 
men i fully ſet in them to doe extll, Eccl:8. 11. Bur 

they muſt rather, ſeeing God here in this workd | 
permitteth things to paſſe in ſuch manner, bee 
thereby more cecrtaincly aſſured, that hereafter | 
there ſhall come a great day of judgement,where- 
in all things ſhall be made right, and fer ftraight, | 
and ewery one ſhall be rewarded according 4s hee hath | 
done, whether it be 7104 er euill, AR.3. 21. and 
2 Cor. 5. 10. And accordingly the more croflely 
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and confuſedly we ſeethings done and executed 
here in this world, the more muſt wee learne to 
make reckoning ot the great day of Iudgement, 
make full account thereof,and prepare our {elues 
for it, holding for certaine, as S«/omor allo in the 
aforclaid place witneſleth, That though a ſinner doe 
euill an hundred tymes, and his dayes be prolonged, yet 
ſurely I know, it ſhall be well (not with the vngod- 
ly, but) with them that feare God, which feare before 

im, Eccl. $8.12. ” 

This therefore ſhould moue all the godly to 
long for the laſt day,& the comming of the Lord, 
when we ſhall not onely be reuenged for all their 
hard ſpeeches which vagodly ſinners hane ſpoken 4- 
eainft him, Tude 15: And all inſtruments that are 
995-0 againſt vs ſhall not proſper, Ela. 54. 17. But 

eſides thar all the partes and pieces of thatgreat 
worke of the proutdence of God ouer the things 
of this world, that hereare ſo confuſedly caft to- 
gcthcr vpon a heape, ſhall be ſcene to be laid very 
orderly, by the wiſe and powerfull hand of our 
God, and from them wee ſhall (ce a moſt notable 
peece of worke to bee framed and brought forth, 
wherein the vngodly with their vices workes, 
ſhall ſerue as ſhadowes, Eccl: $. 13. to ſet more 
beautie and luſter vpon the great glory of the 
| Children of God, who ſhallthen gliſter like the 
| Sunne. Mat. 13. 34, 

Asalſo the godly are to expett the ſame forthis 
cauſe, that howſocuerthey cannor kere congeiue 
why thisor that thing cames {oto paſle, yet they: 
| may aſſure chemiclnes, when the Lord ſhall come 
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to [udgement, ro make all raight, and to bee 2lo- 
rified in his Saints, 2 'Theſl. 1. to. | ſee willthen 
bring torth fo glorious a peice of worke,, and 
fhew it vnto vs, that wee ſhall alwaycs reloyce | 
therein, and prayſe and glorifie our God forthe | 

| 


ſame world withourend. C 3 


| 


Þ 


”» 2.4. 


| the end was his ouerthrow. So thar tt 1s'moſt cer 

{ raine, tharthe wealth and profperitie of thevn- 

godly is nothing elſe, bur as it werc a palincie | 
"» $9 


| | nught Jerome, when touching the proſperitic of | 
| 36 G 4 = 


CHAP. XL. 


T hat not all outward proſperitie is a ſugne, that the 
Lord loueth that man to whom he [endeth the ſame. 


Ith by all chat which is ſatd before 
ir manifeſtly appearceh , that 
God many times (endeth great 
weairh and proſpericte ro the 
vigodly, it is eutdentand not 
w. IIS robecontradicted, thatnor all 
wealth & profpcritie is a {igne or token that God 
fauoureth that man to whom he gineth ir,for the 
Lord'&ur wondertull God giucch in his wrath 
and-anger to ſome men thar which they wiſh and 
defire'; as he gave Quailes torhe Childten of 7/- 
raell artheit delire; but they dyed while they were 
eating ofthem, Numb. 11. Many a man hath car- 
neftly deſired, and alto obtained that which in 
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the vngodly hee looked into and ſcarched the | 
waycs of God ; Righteous art thou O Lord, when 1 
plead with theeyet let me talke with thee of thy Indge- 
| ments. Wherefore doth the way of the wicked proſper? 
| Wherefore are all they happie that deale wery treche- 
' roaſly ? Thow haſt planted them, yea, they hane taken 
| roote, they grow, yea, they brine forth fruit, thou art 
neere in their mouth, and farre from their reines. But 
thou O Lord knoweſt me,thou haſt ſecne me and tryed 
mine heart towardes thee. Put them out like ſheepe fer 
| the ſlaughter, and prepare them for the day of ſlaugh- 
ter, Tere. 12. 1.2. 3- This is the cauſe why thoſe 
that proſper in this world reioyce, though the 
are vngodly, they glory in them(elues becauſe a 
/ | things goe well with them, and are perſwaded, 
| ' | thatir ſhall alwaies be (o with them, yea,and that 
God fauourcth and liketh them, which notwirh- 
Oftanding is not ſo. TheLord often times inthis 
\ | life gineth greatwealth and proſperitie,and what- 
; | foeverthey wiſh or deſire, vnto thoſe, ro whom 
ad after this life he will giue hell and vtter dagnnati- 
Þ ko 4A- | on fortheirreward : Gods wayes in theſeahinges 
are not like the wayes of men : to thoſe that men 
hate and cannot abide,they wiſhno good, no not 
| fo much as may continnetke twinckling of an 
eye. But iris not ſo with our Gad, hee endureth 
the veſlels of wrath with great patience,& bcares 
long with the vngodly, ta ſee ifthey will once re- 
pentand turne from their wicked waics,and feare 
that good God, from whom they haue recciued 
ſo many good things, whichifthey doenos;, bur 
it'continue in their wickednes, ROIgh7 | 
; "$4 re ly, IJ 


VE IT ” . 


G 7 So 


"PORE Ho E—"EY ” AS2 Ln tat ancinct —_—O——— — 


i A 


[ T he Ballance of the Sanftuary. 


ecdly, fuck is the caſe of the vngodly, that the | 

more wealth and proſperitie they haue in this 

world, the more hated and accurted of God they 

are. For this 15 moſt certaine, that there can come + 

no greater plague inthe world then this tothe 

Children ot men, when doingenill it falleth out : 

well, as they imagine with chemxor thereby they | 

imbolden themlelues in their wicked wayes, and 

take ſuch a courſe that they ſhan no wickedneſle, 

| and thcn that draweth more vnto them, which 
the Plalmiſt ſayth, her the wicked ſpring like the 

graſſe, and when all the workers of imquitie flouriſh, 

it s that they ſhall be deſireyed for ener, Plal. 92.7. 

T herefore the Prophet crycth our againſt the | 

Children of this world, in this manner ; ſaying, 0 

that they were wiſe, that they wnderſiood this, that 

they would conſider their latter end,Deut.32.29. Re-' 

ioycenotthen, you-Children of the world, be-' 

cauſe you flouriſh and proſper here, for bchold 

and ſeethatirftandeth rhus with you, as long as . 

you fearc not the Lord, for you can finde nothing | | 

| to make for you our of any place in the word of *. 

God,but that Gods intent and meaning is,to feed 

you in this fatt paſture for the day of {lavghtcr, 

ter. 12.3. And that in this world hee will bring 

that vpon you which youdeferue ; as it hapned | 

1 to 4b/olon, Hammon,and others.T his is moſt cer- | 

raine, you ſtand vpon {lipperie ground, and God 

that iudgeth you ts _ and 1m the rwinckling 

of an eye can throw you downe.God, I fay,whom | 

x you feare not (and therefore is againſt you)comes: 

«+ ro Iadgement 25 4 theefe in the might. Therefore 
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looke before hand ,: that you ſtand vpon your 
; gard ; turne ſpeedily vnto him, and repent, leaſt 
| | with the couetous rich man, for a thort and tran- 

| | {tcoric worldly life you bee ſoone carried away 


| from hence into cuerlaſting paine and danina- 
| t19N. 


— OO —_— 
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'T hat all wor laly croſſes and tribulations are wot a ſhew 


or ſigne that Gol wil refuſe that man to whom he 
ſ[endeth them. 


ALeing that by the reaſons and 

| prootcs atoreſaid it is cleare and 

euident, that God alto ſuffereth 

crofles andtribulations, to fall 

vpon the moſt godly men that 

are here in this world,it appea- 

| reth thereby alſo without contradiion, thar all 

tribulations and troubles are not a croſfe of God, 

neither an argument;\thart God will overthrow, 

I” and at once con1ume vs, when he layerh tribula- 

__ tions vpon vs; but on the contrary, God fome- 

times (uffererh his owne loving and deareſt chil. 

| dren, whom he l:1keth well, and approucth of, ro- 

| All into great miſeries and calamities ſometimes, 

| So wonderfull is God in his workes to mankind ; 

thoſe thathe loueth, and moſt ccrtainely deter= 

mincth to giue vnto them the kingdome of hea- 

a ven, and cuerlaſting 1oy, yer them gineth hee oft] 
[ 1 
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; witneſſech vnco vsin his ward. And he is wontto 
' Chaſten as many as he loueth, Apo: 3.19. For whon 
' the Lord loneth hee chaſteneth, and ſcourgeth euery 


 ſonne whom he recetueth, Heb 12.6. Yea, becaule 
| hee loueth them, and becauſe hee liketh them, 
' therefore he inſtruRQeth and chaſtneth them the 


"more: hearken what he fayth co that purpoſe to 


' the Children of 7/raell, his darlings; Tow onely 


| hawe 1 knowne of all the families of the earth, the refore 


1 will puniſh you for all your iniquities, Amos 3. 2. 


' He will come to vilite you at home, to make you 


world, 1 Cor. 11.32. | 
T his might abaſhe thoſe that are (o plagued, 


and yet arc happie, who otherwiſe in their weak- | 
incfſe many times when croſles fall vpon them are. 
wontto ſay as Sox [ayd in her griefe, The Zord 
hath forſaken me, and my God hath forgotten me,E(a. | 
49.14. But wharſayth Gods anſwer? Cana woman 
forget her ſucking Child, that ſhe ſhonldnot hawe coms-| 
| paſsion on the {onne of her wombe ? though they may 
forzet, yet will 1 not forget thee. Behold, 1 haze grauen 
| thee pon the palmes of my hands ; thy walles are con-' 
| tinaally before me, thy Children ſhall make haſt, thy 
deſtroyers, and they that make thee waſt ſhall goe forth 

of thee. Lift up thy eyes round about, and behold, all 
theſe gather them{clues together, an come to thee, as 1 | 
' line {ayth the Lord, thou ſhalt ſurely cloth thee with 

' thems all as with a ratment, and biz 1 then on thee « 
bride doth; for thy waſt and thy deſolate places,and the | 


 landof thy deſtre lion, ſhall exen now be too narrow, | 


H 2 by | 


into theirenemies hands, Jer. 12. 7. For ſo hee. 


| better, that you may nor periſhwich the wicked 
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by reaſon of the Inhabitants, and they that jwallowed 
theewp ſhall be far away, Ela. 15. 16. 17.18. 19, 
' | Fhereforcall you godly people,that arc in any 
troublc or aducrlitie, remember this, and pcr-| 
fwade your (clues hereof, thar Gods heart, Gods! 
jfouc, and Gods fauour is not with-drawne from 
ow, although i appcareth, that your outward 
is changed;the Lord loueth you now as well 
ias he did when you were in your greateſt proſpe- 
ritic. God loued Dauidas well when hee was in 
trouble, and huntcd vp and downe like a hound, 
| fas he did, when he far vpon his Princely rhronc. 
- | Yea,Gods fatherly heart (if I may (0 ſpeake wich 
reverence) is then more friendly vato you, when 
your ſtare is moſt croffe and feeble-ſome, as wee 
ice thata louing mother ts much more mooued 
' to pirtie and compathon, to ſeeke relicte for her 
Childe, when it is fickethen when ir is whole and 
found. This did 19b belecue, and therewith com. 
forted himſelfe, and boldly ſayd vnto God, that 


| ehen ſhewed {o ſtrange a countenance towardes 
"© | him (as 79ſeph did ſeeme to ſhewa ſtrange coun- 
| |tenance towardes his brethren, as if hee would 
Wy _ ; haue puniſhed chem, and yet meant it not, Gem: 
fan 42. 7.) and theſe things haſt thou hid in thine heart, 


| 1 know that this is with thee, Tob 10. 13. and there- 
| | fore concluderh, and fayth ; Thowgh he ſlay mee,yet 
| ' will 3 traſt in kim, lob 13. x5. So the Lord alſo 
; himſelfe wirnefleth, that hee doth not willingly 
| | ſuffer his people to fall into any troable, bur is 
\ Fioned thereunto, that he may doe them good at the 
- 02 wh Ecter end, Deurt. 8. 26. Vpon this ground did Da 
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 #idalſo comfort himſelfe in all histroubles, and 
aid to his afflicted (oule ; !/hy art thou caſt downe, 
O my ſoule ? and why art thou diſquieted within 
mee f hope thou in God : for I ſhall yet prayje him, 
who ts the health of my countenance,and my God, Pla. | 
42.11.Yeca,at the lalt it ſhall tor certaine goe well 
with the godly; and to that end heare what the 
Plalmilt faith, Marke the perfect and behold the 
vpright : for the end of that man is peace. But the 
tranſereſſours [hall bee deſtroyed together ;, the end | 
of the wicked ſhall bee cut off. But the ſaluation of | 
the righteous w of the Lord ; hee is their ſtrength in 


deliner them; he ſhall deliuer them from the wicked, | 
and ſaue them, becauſe they truft in him, Plalme 
37:37-38. 39.40. Andalthough the godly here 
in this world endure tribulation” and angnifh 
with Zazarzs, yer they ſhall receive the more | 
comfort, Luke 16.25. All teares fball bethen wipt 
away from their eyes, Apoc.7. 17. andewerlaſting toy 
bee upon their heads , they (ball obtaine ioy and 
gladneſſe, and ſorrow and ſighing ſhall flee away Elay | 
53- 10. and 51. 11. Therefore , let the | 
godly comfortthemſelues with theſe | 
words, inall their ſorrowes | 

and troubles. 
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the time of trouble. And the Lord (hall belpe them and | 
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CHAP. XIII. | 
| That wee cannot meaſure the ſtate of men, in regard 
| of God,by wealth or pouertie,by proſperitie, or ad- 
| muerſitie, that befalleth them in this world. 


OY all that hath beene ſaid and ſhewg# 
before, it plainely appearerh,that in 
this world it farech (tor the moſt? 
part) alike,both with the godly and 
vngodly : from whence ic tolloweth 
vndoubredly,and cannot be denied ; that we can- 
not meaſure the ſtate ofmen,in regard of God,by 
that which happeneth vnto them here on earth. 
1obs friends may tmagine,becauſe hee was ſo fore 
plagued , chat certainely hee was a very-wicked 
man, and hated of God, And men by nature are' 
much addicted by outward appearance, to _ 
' of the ſtate of a man in regardof GOD , looke 
touching this, Ads 28. 4.5.6. Luk. 13.1. 2. Deut. 
29.19. 20. And marke wee how contrarily the 
lind Idolaters being of this opinion, iudged of 
theirſtatc ro God-ward in /eremyes dayes. But we 
| will certainely (lay they) doe whatſoener thing goeth 
| foorth out of our owne monthes,to barne incenſe to the 
| Pweene of heaven , and ts poure out drinke offerings 
vnto her 2s wee hane done , wee and onr Fathers, our 
| Kings and our Princes, inthe Citiesof Tuda, andin 
the ſtreets of Terufalem : for then we h: plentie of 
' vitFuals,and were well, nd ſaw noenill: But ſmcewe 
ct off to burne incenſe tothe Yucene of heauen, and 
4% 29pre drinke offerings out vnto her, wee haue wan- 
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ted all things, and hae beene conſumed by the ſword, | 
| and by famine, [er.44. 17. 18. But Chriſtians mult | 
' neither doe nor thinke (o, clſe they ſhall often by 
| occalion of ſuch ations, M.:ke the hearies of the 
| righteous ſad, whom the Lord hath .not maae ſad, 
| | and ſtrengthen the handes of the wicked , Exc- 
| chic] 13. 22. Since that wee haue now luttici- 
| ently ſhewed, that the Lord oftentimes in his an- | 
ger (endeth men proſpcritic, and in his fauour. 
 aduerlitie, Muſt we, may {ome ſay, make no ac-| 
| count ata!l of that which happenerth vnto he 


; children of men here in this world be it proſperi- 
tie or aduerſitic, bur paſle it ouer as it4s, I an{wer; 
no, we muſt hauc a duc reſpect and regard to thar 
which betallerh men,and marke what proſperitic 
or aduerſitic happeneth vntothem,, and how ic 
farcth both with them and vs ; yer nor. to this 
cad, by the exteriour accurrems of this life , to 
iudge whar the ſtare of man is towards God : bur | 
on the contrary , by the aduerlirte or proſperitie | 
of men, ro know what we are to conceiue of the | 
worke of God wrought amongſt men, and by rhe | 
knowledge of the ſeuerall accidents of protperi- | 
rie oraduerlitie,that happen vnto the children of | 
men, in what manner {oencr they bee laid vpon | 
| them, or received by them, learne to know Gods 
affection , intent, purpole, and fpeciall marke 
; whereat heaymerh in ſending proſperitie or ad- 
| yerſitic - As for example, ſome great croſle and: 
tribulation befalleth a godly man, by which yer | 
wee muſt nor 1ndge that he himſelfe, or his cauſe; 
| ts bad , but thatthe ſame trouble which happe- | 
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neth vato him, is (cat for a further criall and pur- 
ging of him.x. Pe#.1.6.7. Tribulation allo falleth 
vponan vngodly man,that therein hardeneth his 
hcart towards Gods puniſhments : herevpon wee 
myſt conclude, thatthe trouble that tallerh vpon 
ſuch aman (as farre as we can indge)isas it were 
 aconſuming firc,and ſmoke ofthe crernall fire,r. 
| Sams. 2.25-and Chapter 4. Againe, ſome godly 
man hath much joy and proſperitic; this when 
we bchold, we muſtconceinetharit is a bleſſing 
that God beſtowerh vpon him,to incourage him 
the moreto goe forward in the way of gadlincſle, 
P/alme 1 18 and ſome other man that is vngodly, 
hath great wealth and much 9 2-g yet hec 
is rathcr worle and more wicked then he was be- 
fore, Deut.29,19. Wherevpon we may conclude, 
thar his proſperity (as farreas we can conicure) 
' is a meanes of farting him for the day of {laugh- 
| ter, [er.1 2.3. 
In like manner,when the people of God ſome- 
' times forgetthemſelues, touching their procee- 
dings in their good courſe of religion;by meanes 
whereof, many times they doe not follow the 
ſame ſo earneſtly as they ſhould, and is conucni- 
entto be done, and that as they march in batraile 
' againſt cheir enemics, they are not waric, accor-. 
dingto the counſel of the Lord, ro keepe them: 
(clues from cucry wicked thing, Dex7.2 3.9.it hap- 
pencth that God, who 1s more ſpecially icalous: 
over his pcople, and is wontto viſit thcir offences 
home in their houſes, 4205 3.2.For that caule, 
many times ſuffereth themco be oucrthrowne in | 
| a cauſe | 


— 


.H. Y Yn 


— 


a ET 


oY T he Ballace of the Sanfluary. | 


acaulc which otherwiſe is good as it happened 
twile to the children of 1/rael, fighting againſt 
the Beniamites, Tudg. 20. Now when any luch 
thing happeneth , the people of God vpon thar | 
occation muſt nordoubr of, or call their religion | 
into queſtion, but they muſt looke into their own | 
proceedings in that ation touching the defence | 
of their religion in a good cauſe , and thereby 
rake occa(ion to inquire, wharthing cither in ge-| 
nerall or particular , hath beenc done among 
them in their proccedings, that might difpleale | 
God; in regard whereot hee hath ſ@ croftthem, 
and having tound it out, humble themſelues be- 
fore God, and amend their faults. And if in that 
caſe, they cannorfinde any thing, which they 
may conceiueto be the cauſe of theirouerthrow, | 
then they muſt aſcribe the ſame vnto Gods won- 
derfull providence, which is notto bee compre- 
hended by vs, but muſt by every man , with all. 
humilitie and ſubmiſhon bee accepted and well 
thought of, 79b 13.23.24. 10b 24. | 
T hus the word of God teacheth vs , howto, 
indgeofthole tribulations and thar proſperitie| 
that befalleth the fonnes of men, which it ſome! 
worldly wiſe men would looke well into, they. 
would not ſo'vnaduiſedly ſcoffeatthe attions of 
Gods children ;who,when they hauc had aglo-! 
rious victoric oucr their enemies, therevpon con- 
clude, not that their cauſe was good (which the | 
othcrin their wrong 1wdgement doubt of ) bur 
that God hath gractouſly holpen them in their 


good cauſc;and hauingrecciued any ouerthrow, 
I thence 
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| thence conclude; that the Lord for their (innes, 
thereby humblerh chem , and that dy ſuch hard| 


blowes he would awake and rouze them vp - not 


hx make them imagine thar their good caulc is 


bad , butto mooue them to amend rheir (intull 
ues , that they may not thereby hinder their 
g20d cauſe, and ro cauſe them in all occurrents to 
depend vpon the truth , and when they proſper, 
to giue God the Lord the honour and glory, and 
when they are ouerthrowne and puniſhed, roa- 
{cribe the fault thereof ro themlclues : this, I ſay, 
no worldling would {coffe at,as they vnaduiledly 
doe, if they had learned this infallible truth of 
| God. Which neuertheleſſe is true, that is,that by 
the knowledge ofthe (euerall chances, that hap- 
pen vnto the children of men, wee muſt meaſure 
rhe meaning and intent of God, in ſending pro- 
—_ and aduerlitie vnto men : for it is true, 
that Gods children,as wee finde in the holy word 
of God,alwayes praiſed the Lord, when they had 
the viAtorie ouer their enemies, as D4uid (Aith 
Lord, | know that thou loueſt mee, in that thou haſt 
not delivered me into the handes of mine enemies ; nor 
| Liuen them cccaſron to triumph ower we. Plal, 41.11. 
Andagaine, humbled themſelnes for their ſins, 
when they were ouerthrowne, Lament. 3. 39. not 
once in regard thereof making any doubt of their 
| religion, or imagining that [dolatry had iuſtly 
gotten the vpper hand, againſt the true ſervice of 
| God. Beſidesthis,we muſt further know.thatthe 
t2inges of-this world haue not their iſſue and ef- 
ted, alwayes according totheir owne nature and 
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properties, but as the Lord (who ruleth them all) | © 
pleaſeth to order them. By meanes whereof it 


falleth out, that aducrſitie (which of it ſelfe is 
hurrfull) yer procureth great good to the godly, 
and tha proſperitic (which of it ſelfe is pleaſing) | 
doth yer bring great hurt to the vngodly. And | 
-hereby it commeth to paſle, that all rhings worke 
together for the good of thems that feare God,Rom.$. 
28. And on the other (ide, thar all things worke | |; 
rogether for the wort to them that hare God; in. 
regard that their mindes and conſciences alſs are wn-' 

cleane and accurſed, Tit. 1. 15.Letanvngodly man 


| be aduanced, and ler aboucall his other neigh- 


bours ; he will become proud and inſolent, and 
ouer-throw himſelte thereby. Againe, leta godly | 


man haue any tribulation befall him hee will 
humble himſelfe and become better thercby;and 
ſo to the pare all things are pure, but unto them that 
are defiled, nothing is pure, or profitable, Tit. 1. 15. 
And this preceedeth from hence, that the godly 
on the one fide, arc a godly plant, and a heauealy | 
branch,having ſo greatand admirablea power in 
it, that the man thar is godly is ſo framed by | 
Gods grace, that whatſocuer hapneth vnto him, 

or is layd vpon him, how troubleſome, aduerle, 
hurtfull, or miſchieuous ſocuer it be of it (elfe by 
nature, is turned to the beſt vnto him, andto his 
good and proſpenitie ; for, Goalineſ/e is profitable | 
to all things, hauihg promiſes of the life that now «,, 


: and of that which is to come, 1. Tim. 4.8. And on | 


Devill, and a branch of hell, hath ſo venimous a | 


the other fide, the vngodly being a plant of the | 
I 2  talke' © | X 


— 


ftalke, and ſo poylonſulla nature, that the man 
' who is rooted therein,and will not be brought ro | 
| teaue and abandon ir, bur ſtill keepeth it by him); 
itiscertaine , that wharloeuer happencrh vnto | 
him,how good, profirabie, and beneficiall ſocuer | 
it be by nature. itturneth to his hurt and deſtruc-! 
tion, in ſuch manner, that cuen the pleaſing and 
fweer ſauour therceofis contrary vnto him, and ts | 
I. [with him the ſauour of death vnto Aeath. And. 
|-* * ſwhereas the godly , ſauour life cucrlafting in. 
' Chriſt, and eternall ſaluation : The vngodly ſa- 
your nothing bordeath in Chrift, and cuerla-, 
ſting condemnmKion,2.Cor.2.16. | 
Hence ir cuidently appeareth,that by ontward | 
things which happen vnto men, wee mult not by | 
any meanes meaſure,nor 1udge their ſtate to God- 
ward at the firft daſh; but on the contrary by their 
| ſtate to God-wardes iudge, what we are to con- 
| cciue of the outward thinges that happen vnto, 
; and fall vpon them, | 
| Bythis thar hath beene ſaid , may many men | 
| learne to reforme their erronious opinions: and |. 
;notthole only of whom we ſpake in the cleuenth | 
; Chapter, who are wont to take occalion by their 
' outward proſpcritie, to boaſt themſelnes of their 
'aRions , and are perſwadcd that both they and 
' their ations pleaſe God well, becauſe outward]y 
they haue wealth and proſperitie , whereas they 
; ſhonld not iudge their ſtate in regard of God, by 
their outward profperitie,buttheir proſperitie by 
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 ginctharall men, when ſocucrany trouble or ad 
uerlitte talleth on them, and thar they are many | 
wayes moleſtcd,as ſtricken licke on their beds, or | 
| troablcd by their enemics,are wone thereupon to | 
flatter, and ſooth vp themiclues, and to grow | 
thereby into ſome good perftwation, that hereat- | 
rerthey ſhall fare the better for the ſame, becaule ' 
they haue endured {o much here in this world, | 
and that ir be certainely concludcd thence, thar | 
they are Gods Children,& that God loueth them 

well, becauſe they are troubled, and much tribu. 
lation here betall them. Bur this is no cercaine 
| roken that God likerth well of vs, becauſe he ſen- 
derh vs trouble and aduerlitic, for hee doth rhe 
ſame tothe vngodly, as wee haue alreadie decla- 
red. And therefore wee muſt not by outward 

things, which happen vnto mcn,eicher our ſelues 

orothers, iudge or cenſure our awne or their ſtate 

ro God-ward; but on the contrary, by our ſtate to 

God-ward, we muſt iudge the ftate of ſuch out- 

ward things, whether they bee ſcnt vnto vs as 

ſignes of Gods grace, or of his wrath. 

It behooucth all choſe then whom God ſuffe- | 
reth to fall into any tribulation, or miſery, to be 
certainely perfwaded, that by the ſame (asthe 
godly vic to doe ) they ought to become better 
and better, and to be purged and cleanſed, that 
doing {o they may bee certainely perſwaded in 
their confciences, that they are puniſhed by God 
in loue. To which purpote our heartic wiſh and 

yer vnto God is, thatall thoſe that beare che 
name of Gods people, would take occafion by 
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the viſitation which the Lord God ſenderh vpon 
his people in theſe our dayes, to weigh well, and; 
conſider ſeriouſly their owne preſent eſtate, and 
ro looke diligently into themſelues, that they 
mighr find outtheir owne (innes and miſdecdes, 
for it is moſtcertaine, that no man can have any 
true comfort from the ground of Gods word in a- 
ny tribulation, chat fallech vpon the people of 
God, bur he who findeth himſelfe ro be thereby 
ſo affeRed, that he doth not onely gricue for the 
common miſery of Icruſalem, bur is alſo ſtirred 
vpto amend his owne lite in whatſocuer he findes 
amiſle in himſelte, for {o it is written,thar we ſhall 
then know,& be certainely perſwaded, that God 
puniſheth vs out of his Joue, when by the puniſh- 
ments of God we became better, and more zea- 
lous towardes him. As many a5 1 lone I rebuke and 
ch:/ten, be zealous therefore and repent, Apoc: 3. 19. 
Andthis we muſt bee ſo much the more perſwa« 
ded of, for that although che Lord vſcth ſo to 
deale with his people,that he ſendeth them ſome 
relicfe, and in part eaſeth them oftheir troubles, 


| _ 3 » [ 


| when they are fallne intothem, and inthem call 
| vpon him; yet that his arme is [till ſtretched forth, 
| and his wrath is not aſſwazed, vntill his people pur 
away from them, and cleane caſt off that which 
diſpleaſerth and diſlikerh him, and for which hee 
doth viſtethem. Which with all our hcarrs wee 
wiſh might by cucry one bee well and carneftly 
'thoughr vpon. Ir isnor to bedoubred, burthar 
all che croubles which in our tymes have fallne | 
ypon the people of God, have had their begin- 
—_ ning 
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ning from hence,that we have nor ſo thankefuliy 4 
| (as we ought to have done) recctued the holy 
| Goſpell,and the truth of Gods word. For we haue 
| many rymes begun to neglectrhe light of Gods 
; truch, which hath gricged the Lord, and for the 
ſame he hath vilited vs at home, which wee haue | 
| alſo in part begun to oblcrue and acknowledge, 1 
and hauc thereupon made a ſhew as if wee would : 
amend and reforme it, and haue humbled our 
ſelues before God with faſting & prayer, making 
diuers faire ſhews and promiles, as if we meant to 
become better and better, and to earry our (clues 
with more obedient hearts towardes God then | 
formerly we had done. Whereuponthe Lord our i} 
God, who is good and long-luffring towards vs, Li 
hath againe begun to bleſle vs, done great things 
for vs, and according to our hcarts defire filled vs . 
with great hope and expectation, rhat he would os 
moreand more lift vp our heads,and giue vs ma- 
ny good things. Bur in all theſe things wee doe 
not once remember, or thinke on our promiſes 
and vowes that we made fo folemnely vnro him, 
both inthe beginning of our troubles, and now | 
alſo in theſe latter dayes, while we were in trouble 
and neccſhrtic, P/al. 68. 14. For what I pray you 
hath ſince that time beene amended ? Who hath 
ſince begun to be more zealous forthe honour of | 
God? Who hath begun to pur forth his hand for ] 
reformation of the notable abuſes that are com- | | 
mon amongftvs,which every man noteth,which Dots 
every man complaineth of, which euery man Ci | + 
liketh, and yetno man amendeth ? and yet wee | 
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- made promiſe and vowed vnto God euery man 
| for his particular, to looke vato it, Now while the 
| daycs of our faſting and humiliation laſted, and 
| brought ſuch ſolemne power and promiſes with 
| them, by mcanes of choſe promiſes and vowes, 
 foraryme we procured che threatning hand of 
' God to hold vp, and a beginning of tuch great 
| matters appearcd. Bur (ince that wee haue not 
| performed thoſe promiles made vnto God, ney- 
| ther haue come anything neere vnto the perfor- 
mance of them, asat this day it appeareth, what 
wonder is it now, when wee are not true of our 
word; when we ſuffer all thingsto run ar ſix and 
ſeuecns, and as they will,and doe not as we ſhould, 
; begin to pay our vowes and promiſes vato the 
| moſt high God, and euery man to amend that 
which is amiſſe with him, from the particular 
| houſe-houlder, and ſo vpward tothoſc of higheſt 
degree : what wonder, I ſay, now is ir, that God 
hath begun to lifrvp his threatning handagaine, 
and that he ſyffererh vs to fayle of that we hoped 
and expected, and lends vnto vs hard meſlages, 
' that may againe warnevs in Gods name to pay 
' our vowes, and keepe our promiſes with God,or 
tharels he will execute his Indgment vpon vs,& 
thruſt vs out ofall that we hane,as one that is our. 
creditor,and with long patience hath borne with 
vs, whom we haucftill payd with faire words, bur 
' haue not once beene moued in our kearts to find 
' the meanes to keepe our promiſes, and to moue 
-. 1.1m to mercies, whercon notwithſtanding our 
_ {Tarerie,&ewell-fare ſpecially conſiſteth, yea,wholy 
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, my heart, thatthis may be well & carcfully lookt 
| Inco,foricftandsvs vpon and importerhvs much. ! 
And ifrhat we thall be ſcrious and carneft there- 
in, then all theaforeſaid proſperities of the Chil- 
dren of God will powertully ouer-ſhadow vs;and 
| we ſhall alwayes finde that the Lord is with vs, | 


to deftroy vs; for, if the Lord be with vs, who can 
| hurt or harmevs? Rom. 8. 31. Pal. 27.1, 2. 


CHAP. XIIIL 


\ 
That by all that hath beene ſayd and fhewed before, 
we muſt learne toline in the true feare of God and 
ſincere holine(ſe, and more and more pradtiſe the 


Therefore once againe I ſay and wiſh with all © 
| 


and that ic isall in vaine for our enemies to ſceke | | 


ſame. = 


FEcing the caſe then ſoſtandeth, as 
jj moſt cuidently appearcth, thar 
whatſoever men doe, whether | 
they live holily and godlily, or 
wickedly, and irreligiouſly, yer 
irauailcrh them nothing 1n this, 
reſpec, to wit, that they cannot thereby wholy 
free and deliver themſelues from all troubles and | 
aduerſities of this life, nor yet bereaue themſclues | 
vtterly of all ourward wealth and proſperitie, but 
thatthe ſame things may —_— vntothem whi- 
therthey live godly orwickedly,& that alſo itfur 


ther ſtandeth fo with men thar if they live godly, — 
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borh their proſpericie and aduerſicic are bleſhags 
' ymto them, and onthe contrary, that it they liue 
wick-dly, as well their proſperitieas their aducr- 
ſitic is a curſe vnto them; and tha: to either ot 
\them in ſo high a mcaſure and degree, that the 
| proſpcritie and aducrlitic of the godly are either 
|'of them a furthcrance vnto them ro cucrialting 
 faluation,and as it were, a pawne, thar hercattcr 
| both here and for cuer it ſhall goewell with chem 
' P/al. 2.3. Phullip. 1. 28. 2 The] 1.5. 6.7. Where- 
as vnto the vngodly, both their proſpertticand 
aduerlitie are a meanes to further their cternall 
damnation,and as it werc,a pawne and afſurance 
| vnto them, that hereafter both here and eternally 
ir ſhall goe cuilly, and hard with them, Zex?.26. 
Luke 16. 19. 4poc.18.7.We mult learne therefore, 
and be admoniſhed hereby, if we haue not madc 
| a concnant with hell, and giuen our ſelues over to 
| the Deuill, to forſake and abandon wickedneſle, 
; which is ſo much accurſcd, and ſodamnable;and 
on the contrary to cleaue vnto godlineſſe, which 
. ts ſo happie,and ſo much bleſſcd ; and in this re- 
 gard ſhould we in this manner argue and reaſon 
. with our ſelues ; 
| Iknow very well thata godly courſe of lifeand 
converſation, ismuch better then a looſe vngod- 
ly,and wicked courſe,as yet Ihaue ſo much teare 
of God in me, andif I can in any ſort effe& rhat 
3 which I deſire by good and honeſt mcanes, I ra- 
{therdelire ſo to live,then-co follow lewd, wicked, 
\apd ney courſes, and to. vie wicked, wrong, 
4nd culll practiſes to obraine onely. ſome profice, 
> hs plealure, 
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| pleaſure, credit, furtherance, and benctit, which © 
thereby I hope co get. Bur now I am taught, that 
in reſpeRof the outward things of this lite, it fa-' 
; reth almoſt alike both with the godly & vngod.-! 
1y, therefore I may much berter attaine vnto an 
' vprighrlife by the way of godlineſle, then by the| 
| way of vngedlineſſe. And withall, if I conlider | 
it well, I cannot but remember,thatto the godly, 
both proſperitic and aduerſitie are bleflings; and: 
on the contrary, that to the vngodly, both pro-; 
ſperiie and aduerſirie are curſes, for that there is, 
an after-reckoning to bee made in the world to 
come, wherein every one ſhall bee rewarded ac-| 
cording to that which he hath done, whether ic 
be good or evill, and after that followerh thee- 
tcrnall Judgement, whereby the vagodly are dif 
poſed of, and preſently ſent downe to the bot- 
tome of hell, where there is weeping,and wailing, 
and gnaſhing oftecth,world withoutend;and on | 
the contrary,thc godly are taken vp into heauen, 
where all joy aboundeth, and happte life eternall 
is obtained tor them by our Sautour Teſuvs Chriſt. 
Andif in any wiſe I ſhould doubt of theſe things 
ro come, yerthe ſame are of ſo great waightand| \ 
conſequence, that ir behooueth cuery man car- 

neſtly ro thinke on them, and to have a careto| ; 
make ſure worke thercof, ſeeing that wiledome ! 
teachcrth vs, norto prepare oncly for difficult in- 
conucnicnces, which wee know certainely wilt |-. 
come, butto bee careful] alſo to preuent ſuch as 
| may come vpon vs, and the rather cauſe to ſecke J's 
|to attaine vnto theſe omeward things rhat I delire 4. 
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by godly meanes, forthat by following godlincs 
in crue faith, withour feare of any adueriitie, m 

mcate will not be lefle ſfauory, nor my ſleepe leſle 
| -  {weete, yea, all my ations will thereby bring and 
procure more fruit and comfort vnto mee; and. 


Ix much more, ſince that then [ ſhall live 
} 


without fearc ofdeath and hell, and in an aſſured. 
: hopeof heauen, and cternall (aluation ? In regard 
hereof therefore I am fully derermincd to leaue 
| and abandon all vngodlineflc,and to follow god-! 
lineſſe,and to deny my ſelfe,and to giue my mind. 
wholly to ſeruethe Lord my God, and no longer 
,} | ro fullfill chedeſires ofthe fleſh, whereon lo many 
miſeriesdo depend,but to follow the will of God, 

3 ) ( which onely is g00d)during my mortall dayes, 
FF | ) that hereafter I may alwatecs live cterna)ly in hea- 

d 


uen.In this mannecr,orthe like by thinking vpon 
the things before declared,ſhould we {ct our harts 
vpon the way of godlincfle and the fearc of God, 
| & lo caſt our lot into the lap of che godly, know- 
\ 1ng that without doubt it ſhall goe well with ſuch 
men. Andto thc end that wee may bee eaduced 
| | and enabled the more diligently to follow godli- 
A | neſſe, by meanes of Gods wotkes done here vnto 
' {vsandothers, which he bringeth to paſle in this 
\ | world, wee will endeuour further to declare and 
| . ſhow how, and in what manner wce muſt prepare | 
* | ourſelues, ro know, learne, and rcape ſome good 
1 . out of Gods works, for the furthcrance of the 
 feare of Godand godlineſſe in vs, and what ſpe- 

\, clall fruits we may reape thercby. 
| l aaa; 
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CHAP. XV. 


How wee may profit by all the wor kes of God which 
hee doth unto vs, and ether menin this world, | 


3s ucnient fruit here on carth : by | 


IKI4 the workes of God done among | 
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' men , wee muſt by that which ' 
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thatare done inthe world, and which-arc known 
vnto vs ;diligently conſider,and be thereof tho-! 
roughly perlwaded, how true cuery word and (1l- | 
lable of Gods holy word is, how firmely and cer- 
rainely it is fulhiled, and how conſtantly and pe- | N 
remptorily that daily proceedeth and falleth our | 
in this world,which he ſaith in his word,that hee 
will bring to pafle - that in all things, andar all | 
times we may ſay with the Church of Godz As we | 
haue heard, ſo haue wee ſeene in the Citie of the Lord. 
of hoſts, in the Citie of our God , God will eſtabliſh it 
for ewer,, Selah, Pialm. 48.8, And with Salomon 
ſpeaking tothe Lord ; That which thou haſt promr-| 
ſea to him, and ſpakeſt with thy mouth to thy [eruaxt "| 
Dauid,xy father,and haſt fulfilled it with thy hand,as oe ih 
it « this day,2.Chron.6.15. ÞB 
And tothe en« that this may bee thus effected 
to our comfort and benefit, we muſt indeuour our | | 
felues in the whole courſe of our lives, narrowly | | 


and earneftly to marke and confider whatſo-ner | 
K 3 fallerh-| - | 
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we here (ce done,or fufter in this life, be irrempo- 
rall,or ſpirituall, and whatſocuer is againſt vs that 
is donc in the world,and commeth to our know- 
ledge , and compare them wirh that which God 
hath mad« manitfctt in his word , and proteſted 
thac he w:!: doe, bring to paſle, or cfte& ; and ac- 
cordingly nie and contider ſeriouſly and vn- 
doubredly, that wizarſucuer God hath forcſhhew- 
edin his word, heedaily bringeth ro paſlc in his 
workes. | 
Tothis purpoſe, God hath giucn vs a living 
ſoule,and hath taught vs more then the beaſts of the 
earth, and made vs wiſer then the fawles of heauen, 
lob 35. 1x. tothis end hee hath ſet vs vpon the 
| | ſtage of the world, that wee might plaincly ſec 
and marke (for our comfort and conſolation) 
the waics ofthe children of men here vpon earth, 
together with the ſeucrall cnents, thar proceed 
and ſpring from chence by Gods heavenly pro- 
uidence. Varcaſonable beaſts rhar liue here a- 
mong vs,as Dogs and Catrs , fee what is done in 
the world, and (ec it with as clecre eyes, and ma- 
ny times better and plainlier then men doe. If 
man then doe not cndcauour himfelfe ( with the 
inwardeyes of his vnderſtanding) not onely to 
ſceand marke whar is done, or what paſſcth in 
the world, butwhichis more, to mk the fin- 
ger of God to bee therein, and thereby to learne 
thetruth and conſtancy of God, ſuch a man dif- 
ferech not much from a beaſt or an vnreaſonable 
creature, Plal. 49. 21.1Plal. ;2-11. in regarde of 
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ſpirituall life, whercon the difference berweene 
the one and the other wholy dependerh, yea hee 
15 therein, worfe then an vnrealonable beaſt, for 
heautc plagues hang ouer the heads of ſuch care. 
leſfc and bruciſh pertons as haue no regarde vnto 
tac workes of the Lord. Hearc what the Plalmiſt 
layth; becauſe they regard not the workes of the Lord 
#0r the operation of his hanes : hee ſhall deſtroy them 
and not build themwvp :Plal.28.5. which in truth is 
a moſt fcarctull threatning,and ſheweth that God | 
eſtecmcth and holdeth tuch careleſle men to bee 
moſt wicked: To which purpole alſo Salomon 
| fayth : !Vicked men regara not that which is rieht, but 
| thoſe that feare the Lord mar ke all things : Pro. 20.5. 
For this cauſe wee are often times warned and ad- 
viſcd tro this diligent marking in holy Scrip- 
ture, Seeke you out of the booke of the Lord and reac, 
noe one of theſe ſhall fayle, none ſhall miſſe her mate,for 
his mouth it hath commaunaed, and his ſpirit it hath 
gathered them topether : Elay 24. 16. Joſu. 23. 14. 
this alſo Iobs fricndes and [ob himſelfe alſo mar- 
ked diligently, in the whole courſe of their lives, 
as in the whole booke of Iobir is ſufficiently de- 
clared; And all the miſvnderſtandingrthat they 
had among themſelues, touching Gods workes 
partly conlifted heercin', that they vnderſtoode 
not the word of God fo plainely as wee doe, and 
{| partly alſo by reaſon of the extraordinary ftrange- 
and vnaccuſtomed dealing ofG ov. with Lov, 
which hecas then fora time layd vpon him, for 
a warning comfort and ſtrengthening of all his, 
| people 25 long asthe world ſhould endure, asalto 
> & 2” ro 


| 
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to thatend hecauſerh it to bee written, Ter.4. 13. 
Now from hencealſo it further appeareth,thar to 
| the end wee may truely to our comfort, and with 
' ſome fraite conſider of all the workes of ,God 
wrought among the children of men, thereare 4. 
rhinges ſpecially, and very neceſſarily to bce ob- 
' ſerued. Firſt, ſome diſtin knowledge of Gods 
; procecdings manifeited vnto vs in the holy Scrip- 


tures. Secondly, a diligent marking of all Gods 


 workes, wrought hcere among the children of 
men. Thirdly a comparing of thatwhich he doth 


his word. Fourthly a conſtant neting of the ſcue- 
rall fruites, that ſpringe fromthe finding out of 
the truth of God apened vnto vs in his word and 
works. And of all theſe 4.in the chapters cnſuing, 
wee will (peake ſome what moreart large. 


CHART XVI. 


Of the diſtinit knowledge of theſe things which God in 
| his word(touching the gonernement of this world) 
| hath manifeſted untovs,being very fit and neceſ- 
ſarie for, the drawing of ſpirituall profitt from 
workes of God wrong ht heere among men. 


m1 Hart the certaine knowledge of the 
Z will ofGod opened vnto vs im the 
holy Scriptures touching the go- 
uernment of the world, is necetſa- 
rilyto be had, that wee may re2ne 


—_— — . POS—_—_ 


in this world, with that which hee witneſſerh in | 


4 
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profit by the works of God done among the chil- 
dren of mcn, itis manifeſt, for how can any man 
elſe knowe and vnderftande whether that which | | 
happeneth in the world, agrecth with thatwhich | 
God hath written in his word?Since it muſtnecds | 
bethatifa man doe not vſetoreade Gods word, | 
nor know what God therein (etreth downe vnto | 
vs, they muſt of forcecrre when they take.vpon | 
them to iudge of Gods workes, and to themir | 
may be ſayd, as Chrift ſayd to the Saduces, 7ou 
erre not knowing the Scriptures, Mat. 22.29. For 
this cauſe as many learned men, thatare well read 
in the letrer of the holy Scriptures , yet many 
times can notwell indge of the ations and pro- 
ccedings of men, becanſe they haue not vied ro 
compare that which Ged hath ſpoken in his 
worde, with that which dayly by his hand hee 
bringeth to paſſe inthe gouernmer ofthe world, 
ſo it1s cerraine that thoſe chatare notaccuſtomed 
to reade & peruſethe holy Scriptures, and there- | 
fore know them not, can notwith any {pirituall | 
vaderſtanding or profit, marke Gods works here 
on carth among the ſonnes of men. 
J Iris neceſlary theretore for every one, that wil 
diſcharge andvnburchen his conſcience therein, | 
to be conuerſant in the holy Scriptures. And it | 
is a moſt notorious ingratitude, vathanketulnes,| + 
and a damaabie carclefle{louth, among great & | 
male, young and old, tharſeeing God our great 
God (the makcrof the whole world) that letteth 
vp and puilech downe Kinges. Dan. 2. 12. hath! , - | 
| vouchſafed as it were with his owne hande oo 
L write j/ 
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| | vs, being thatwhich ſctteth downe vnto vs, the 
N ſtare of our everlaſting ſaluation, or condemna- 
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ſ {imple wretchesare found ro be ſoflow 
[| Jeſſe ofthe looking into Gods booke , whereas 
' [notwithſtanding rhe ſame booke ſo highly, both 


—_——— - 


| write a booke for vs, touching the order that hee 
| doth, and will hold and. obterue in the gauer- 
| ning of this worlde, that thereby wee might cer- 
rainely and {uthciently knowe his meaning and 
| order our wayecs , and by the lightof the ſame 
| booke, might be holpen well and wiſely ro 1udge 
of ail Gods workes rouching the goucrnment of 
| rhe world for our comfurt and con(olation, Rom. 
15. 4. that wee milerable poore and wicked chil- 
dren of men, that many times are {o curious to 
ſearch into and to read the Hittorirs and Tours} 
nals of mortall mens ations, that ſcarce have tra- 
velled through any ſmall parte ofthe world, and 
that would cſtceme it a great honor and favour, 
and would with all thankcfullnes cmbrace and 
run after it, If wee might be permitted to enter 
into the ſtudic ofa great potenrare of this worlde, 
to reade Arcana 1mpery the order that hee hol- 
dcth in his gouernement,that yet I ſay, we poore 
ak, Care- 


in generall and perticular ſpecially concerneth 


tion, and how wee muſt heere on earth behave 
our ſclues vnder the governement of our God, 
that hecreaftcrin the worlde to come, wee may 
alwaycs and for everline with him in heaven, 
Iohn 3. 39. This tn truth is an vnreaſonable in- 
gratitude, and'a -molt woefull and damnable |} 
conceempr. : {0 »: | _ 


Therefore |- 
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| on made in the whole Diſcourſe of this Treatiſe, 
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| Therefore if hitherto we have beene {low and 
carclcfſe of making diligent ſearch into the Bi- 


le, which is the Booke that God himſelte, that |  : 


made vs all, hath made; let vs with all ſpecde a«| 
mend that faujtall ot vscuen from the high«ſtto 
the loweſt. For Kiags and Princes themiclues, 
how great ſocuer their affayres here in this world 
are,muſt nor negle& this Booke of God the King 
of Kings, to reade it diligently all the dayes of 
their l1ues, as in Gods behalfe,in his owne booke 
ic is expreſlely commanded, Dex7. 17. 18. 19. 
Now concerning the ſpirituall order of Gods 
workes wrought among the Children of men, as 
is opened and manifeſted vnto vs in Gods Word, 
by Sitigent ſearch it muſt be more and more lear- 
ned and foundour; and tothat end the cxpoſiti- 


| 


will be helpfull, and giue men ſome light how 
they from henceforth may iudge and diſcerne 
of the order of Gods workes, wrought 
among the Childrenof men, and 
be more and morc eom- 
forted therein. 


En 
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| 
{ | CHAP. XVIL. 
: 
Wis f the diligent obſeruation of all Gods workes, among 
"Y  theChildren of men, neeadfull for the drawing of 


| ſpiritna profit out of Gods workes among vs. 


SF He ſecond thing that is necdtull. 
12 | and requilite hereunto, that our | 
24324, of Gods works done among the! 
28 Children ofmen, wc may more | 
8) BAY, & morelecarne the fearc of God 
ESTES 1nd godlinefle,is that we ſhould: 
narrowly marke & con(ider of all [nuch his works. 
If any man though well ſcene and learned inthat 
which God himlſclfe witneſſeth vnto vs in his 
word, that he intendeth to dox among the Chil- 
dren of men touching the gonerning of the 
world, ſhould withdraw hitnſcltc, like an Hermite 
| into ſome ſolitary place ofthis warld, where hee 
| @ould (ce no man,nor have the company of any, 
or ſhould ſhut himſelfe vp whole dayes, weekcs, 
and moneths in his ſtudie, ſtil] poaring vpen his 
' Books,or if he were {o continuallyraken vp with 
| the cares of this world, that with blind eyes hee 
ſhould looke into that which is doneand hap- 
| neth 1n the world among the ſonnes of men, ſuch 
| a man notwithſtanding ail the knowledge that he 
, Could have of Gods word, could draw no fruit, 
| nor comfort, out of the workes of God done a-« 
, mong the Children of men. 
| RTttsncceſfary rherefore, for men narrowly to 
f marke 
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where they dwell and abide, as namely, how it. 
farcth with the good and the bad,as well in genc- | 
rallas in particular, when they are found 1a the | 
way of rightcoutnetle or wickedneſſe, as they are | 
in proſperitie or aduerſitie, how both the one and | 
the other behave themlielnes therein, and how | 
they liuc, what they doe, what their vprifing, g0- 
ing forth,and proceedings are; all this men mult 
warily and narrowly note, in the places where 
they live ; as alſo, the condition, conuerſation, 
employments, blefhngs, punithments, {ickneſles, 
diſcaſcs,death and ends of the Children of men, | 
and con{iderthereof; for there is no working, no | 
procecding,nor any thing that is donc in this life 

rouching proſperity or ate from the which 
aChriſtian man, like a Bee, may not draw ſome 
good fruit. That man therefore that hath any | 
tudgement, muſt note and marke all things in 
ſuch manner, that from day to day hce may bee 
more and more inſtruted,and become witer:and 
to that end the Plalmiſt ſayth,7 hat it is a wiſe mans 
worke to make all theſe things that he may vnaer ſtand | 
the lowing kinaneſſe of the Lord, Plal, 107. 43. And} 
Salomon {heweth vs that it was his praQſe ro con- 
(der all things, cnen vnto the held of the floth- 
full, and tothatend ſayth ; 7 went by the field of the 
flothfull, and by the vineyard of the man voyde of vn- 
derftanding, and loe, it was all growne oner with 
thornes, and nettles had couered the face thereof; and 
the flone wall thereof was broken downe : then 1 [awp 


marke what is done, and hapneth in the place! 


T7 


/ 


and conſideredit well, 1 looked wpon it, and receiued 


| L 3 | mnſiruction, 
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inſlrud jon, Pro. 24-39. 31.32. Bur eſpecial] Ys {4 


" we ſo doe, preſerueth vs from athouland burdens 


| for the more aſſurance of his fauour rowardes vs, 


| whattroubles, griefes, perplexities, diſquietneſſe 


{ when by any temptations, we fell from the Lord 
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concerneth a Chriſtian, narrowly ro notre and 
marke Gods proceedings,and dealings wich and 
concerning himſclfe, and how it fareth with him! 
inthe courle of his life, wherher hee followerh | 
Gods will and Commandementrs, or is carcleſſe 

thercof. And we muſtencry one of vs particular- 
ly conſider, how ioyfull and goodathing it is,to 
behold a childe of God haunt Gods houſe, ro be 
reicaſed and freed from the dulneſſe of his per- 
verſe nature, and fromthe goucrnment of finne* 
and Sathan, to be ſhrowded vader Gods wings, 
and to haue him for his proteRion and defence, 
and how gratiouſly he then dealerh with vs when 


of heauic and grieuous finnes,whereunto other- 
wiſe we were wholly addicted, and would caſily 
haue fallen into, how comfortably he maketh vs 
ro grow vp and encrea(c in knowledge and grace 


and of our crernall ſaluation. And wee muft yer 
narrowly and ſpecially markeand'canſider on the 
one (ide, Whar bleffing, what comfort;and whar 
peace wee haue found for our ſoules in all oecur- 
rents of proſperitie or aducrfitic, as long as wee 
ſerued God, and that our hearts were not turn 
backe , neither did our ſiepps decline from his way, 
Pſal. 44. 18. Ter.6.16. And on theother ſide, into 


of Conſcience, diftruſt, and fearcs we haue fallen, 


our God, and how aftcrour fall when wee _ 
I- 
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con(idered the fame, and humblcd our (clues be- 
 forethe Lord our God, and againe turncd vnto 
' him with truerepentance,with all our hearts, and 
a truc deſirero ſerue him, we were againe by him 
recetued into grace, and reſtorcd into our former 
bleſſed, and comfortable ſtare, as the ſame is ar 
large notably (ct downe vato vs in the itory of 
the prodigall child. 

T hus every one of vs muſt particularly enter in- 
ro the Cloſer of his owne Conſcience, and well 
| & narrowly marke in what proceedings we hauc 
becne bcſt furthered and thruſt forward to a ſpi- 


ſhould aymeat,and whatcomfort we haue there- 
by received and therein found for our foules,thar 
we may with the Charch of God ſay, when wee 
haue forſaken our God and gone aſtray, 7 will g2e 


rituall life, which is the ſpeciall marke that wee | 
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and returne to my firftl husband againe: for then it was 4 
better with me then now, Hol. 2.7. 84 N 
——_ No a? I 
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CHAP. XVIII. NN [N 
How we muſt compare that which God doth in this |* | 3 
world with that which hee hath {et downe in his |- | 
word, that we may draw ſome good fruit from the | a 
"workes of God for our comfort A Y 
| = He thirdthingthat is needfull hereun- | IY 
Xa £2 to, that ke the workes of Gop| > >< 
wh 5 done among the Children of men, AY \ 
— we may know the truth.of God fer þ. de \N 
downe in his word for our comfort and conſola-j, - [IN] | 
| L4". tion PR 
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' tion is,that we colle&tand gather rogether what- 
ſoeuer by diligent ſearching into the word of 
God; and narrowly marking of Gods workes, 
rouching Gods proceedings and dealings with 
the (onnes of men, we haue learned,that by com- 
' paring {pirituall chings with ſpiriruall things, by | 

meanes thereof we may duely and clearcly begin 
ro percciue and vnderttand rhetruth and certain- 

tie of Gods word, and how that heanen ax4 carth 
| ſhall ſooner paſſe away then one tittle of Gods word 

| ſhall fayle; ſo that we may beableto ſay being hol- 

» | pen bythe aforelaid obſeruation. That this was 
=. | donein England,this in France,this in Germany, 
— x. this in our Countrte, [n our cowne,in our village, 

= in our houſe, according to that which the Lord 
\ | witneſſeth in thisor that place of his Booke, that 

| it ſhould fall our ſoand in ſuch manner,although 

. In mens opinions it was otherwiſe expeed obs 

done. Now further, that wee may bring theſe 

things the better about,and thereby to reape that 

' profir and fruit, which we deſire to doe by theſe 

| thinges that are done and happen here in this 

world, we muſt ſpecially adde thele two thinges 

. thereanto. 

| Firſt,and before all that we accuſtome our ſ(elucs 

| inall chings that happen to fall out, and cometo 

' our knowledge, to note the finger of our God to 

| betherein,and withall hold this for certaine, and 

| moſt true, thatas inall things that we ſee and be- 

| hold men to doe, notthe body of man worketh 

onely, bur the (oule eſpecially which we (ce not, 
ſo thar likewiſe che Lord our God, which goucr- 
019 neth 


a eats - > F ""_Y —y ————_— 
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. acthall chings by his mightic Word, hath his 
finger ſecretly in all things that are done, much 
more then /oab had his hand in the buſineſſe of 
the woman of 7ekoa, 2 Sam. 14.though in an ho- 
ly manner, and that alrogerher incomprehen(i- 
ble, whereby he alwayes worketh well, and pro» 
f duceth much good, cuen by meanes of the wic- | 
kedft inftruments in the world,by vngodly 4/ur, 
thatis, the rod of bis anger and by the Deuill him- | 
{elfe, whom hee vſerh often rimes to plague his 
people by, E/a. 10. 5. 6. and 1 Chron. 22.20, $0 
that we muſt endeuour to bring our ſelues to ſee 
the working of Gods finger to be alwayes in euc- 
ry thing that is done in the world, and to thinke 
and perilwade our ſelucs, that ir is the Lord our 
God that hath done this,thus and in this manner, 
cither by furthering, or by hindring the ſame in | 
this or that manner, and cauſing or ſuffering it to | 
fall out the one way or the other. And according- | 
ly whatſoener hapneth to croſle the proceedings | 
of Gods children, learne alwayes to {ay vnto our | 
| foules, bchold, this our God hath done, or per- | 
| mitted to be done. T his the vngodly vie notto | 

doe : they doe not once marke the finger of God | 
in any thing that hapneth vnto the Children of 
men ; but their manner ts, to aſcribe ic tothe low-. 
c(t and neareſt cauſes,and to depend wholy there- 
upon, looking no higher, nor further then the | 
gates of the Towne wherein they dwell, vnleſle ir | 
be a thing that is vnaccuſtomed, and ſuch as doth 
nocvſvally fall ont; and then it may bethey will ! 
| ſappoſe,thar it proceedeth from God, as the for-, 


es 
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ccrers ot Egypt, marked the linger of God to be 
inthe lice chat Moſes brought vpou' the Egypti- 
'ans; bccaule they couid concciue no. naturall 
' cauſe whereby it mightbe effected, Exod. 8. 17. 
| 13. 19. but {uch as are godly and, know Gods 
| word, notc the finger of God in all things, as that 
| which is moſt neceflary to. bee conſidered; they | 
thereby may obſerne rhe workes of God, to fall 
| ont according to his word, and may draw and 
| reape conuentcnt fruits from the (ame. 
| Secondly, that weageuſtome our {clues when 
| any thing worth the noting fſallerit our tn the 
 courle of our lies, that is, agatnſt our (clues, or 
| others, whether they bee parricular perſons, or 
whole Nations,to quicken our wites thereby,and | 
[ro ſtirre vp our memories, to call ro mind and re 
; member, whether there be no one place of Scrip- 
ture, that wineſſeth ſomething rouching the 
fame, whcreby it is forerold,or whereunto it may | 
be likened : as for example, we (ce a manrun vp 
| and downe abour his worldly affayres vpon the 
| Sabboth day, and when he hath done, we ſee all 
' that hedid was in vaine; heare ſhould weremem- 
' ber, what is ſayd vmto vs, Exod. 16. 27. to wit, 
' And ut came to paſſe that there went ſome of the pes- 
ple on the Sabboth day (which was the reft of the 
Lord) for to gather Manna, and they fornd none, 
. This was the praRiſe of Chrifts Diſciples, and 
| God gaue them vnderftanding thereby : ſee 10h. 
' 2. 16, 17. 22. and 10h. 11. 16. 
Now to finde conuenient places of Scripture, 
rouching theſe thinges that may bee compared 


with 


| 
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with that that hapneth in thc world, wee muſt in 

char thar is done diligently conſider what the 
| ſpecial] cauſes were why thoſe things fell out and. 
came ſo to paſſe asthey did, as namely, why ſuch 


and ſuch chings hapned fo well or © ill; and 
| wherein they tinde them(ſelues ro have a part in 
| the gracious promiles ofthe Lord, and the Lord 
; hath promilcd tuch good to come to them, as 
| they then finde, or wherein they feele and know 
 themſeclues culpable of the threatnings of God, | 
whereby things haue ſo happened vnto them as 
they haue tallen our. And if we can finde no cer- 
raine ſpeciall cauſe thereof, but the contrary ra-| 
ther,then we muſt, as in 7obscaſe,aſcribe the event 
to the mighty power of God,andaccordingly be-| 


have our (clues thercin. | 


i 


CHAP. XIX. 


of the ſeuerall fruites that ſpring from the ſearching 
g into ind finding out of Gods truth, and certaintre 


og deelared vntovs, mm his word;and in his werkes, 


He fourth and the laſt of the fonre. 
neceſlary points requircd hereun-! 


are hcrebv reaped, and which by finding our 


# to,thar by the workes of God done 
AS among the ſonnes of men, wemay | 


| 
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Gods truth, 2nd the certaintie thereof, are decla- 
red vnto vs in kis Word, which muſt beearneſtly 
and well conſidered of, becauſe this is the ende, 
(cope, and ſpeciall marke whereuntoall rendeth, 
' that hath formerly beene deliucred. 

Now the fruites that ſpring from the aforeſaid 
conliderationsare notable, both many and grear, 
' whereof lome(that we mayorderly placethem in 
certaine ranckes) concerne the holy Scriptures 
| themſclues; by the light whereof wee may bee. a-| 
| bleto prove andto iultific all the aforcſayd argu- 
ments and dcclarations, othcr ſome concerne 
Gods workes , anda third fort our obedience, 
which wee are to yeelde and ſhew vnto the word 
of God and the holy Scriptures. Touching the 
firſt ſort of fruites concerning the holy Scriptures | 
they arc three. 

For in the firſt place, wee Icarne ont of the a-| 
 forelayde conſiderations , thetruth ofthe holy 

| Scriptures, thar the ſame is moſt certaine and 

immutable, and thatit ſhall never faile in any one 
| rittle thereof, thexcin contained. 
And heereby are wee confirmed and aſſured 

'1n our conſcicnces, as by experience we find, that 

what ſocyer the Lord hath ſpoken, by his owne 

| mouth in his worde, that with his hand hee ef- 
\ | feterh and bringeth the ſame to. paſte in gouer- 


| ting of the worlde. Now this is a moſt notable 
* fruic; for vncill ſuch time as that wee doe dewly 
and truly marke how true Gods word is,and how 
erucly God performeth & bringeth that to paſſe 
| continually in the gouerning of the world, which | 
| ins 
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in his word hce hath promiſed and threatned to. 
doe, wee ſha}l ncuer eteeme of feare , nor (ub-' 
mit ourſelucs vnto Gods worde, and on the con-' 
trary, when by our owne dilligent obſcruation, | 
wee tindout and are perſwaded of the truth and ' 
certaintie of Gods worde, wee are thereby at all 
times ledand induced to the love of Gods word, 
and incouraged to beleeuc it, and to eftecme well: 
thereof, /o+n 2. 12. Iris ſaydrhat the worde of | 
God, is quicke and powerfull and ſharper then any 
| twoedoed ſword. Heb. 4 12. Now no man doth 
caltly belceue this , bur hee thit by fearc of the 
word of God is moucd therunto in hs hearr, 4s 
2.37.and 1.Cas.14. 24.25.and he that is ſo affec-! 
ted, doubteth no more thercot , then hee doth 
thatthe Sunne 1s bright andcleare; and he thar 
hath thts feeling of the worde , working in his 
ſoule, hath vadoubredly already made a good en- | 
trance into the way to Gods kingdome, for this | 
is moſt certaine and ſure, that all the finnes and | 
miſdcmeanours which thoſe men commit that | 
| withſtand the writren worde which is the liuely | 
truth of God, procecde from this, that they do. 
not beleeue that the ſame word tis ſo true and cer- 
taine as it ts, | 
The ſecond fruir is, that wee [carne by the a- 
foreſayd declarations, the abundant largeneſle 
and copiouſnes of the holy Scriptures, p/al. 119. 
96, It1snotto be ſpoken (if wee wonlde apply 
our minds earneftly and as wee ought to find out 
places in the Scriptures , that may bee applyed, 
rothoſe things thar happen and are done in this | 
M 3 world) 
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rituall itfe, can neuer Concelue any rhing, as may 


limplepiaine men, wee hane received a verie fit 
| and conuenient ence and inrerpretation of ſome | 


| many new Lawes and Rules for the ordering of 
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world ) whatarich mine of gold wee ſhould finc 
| the Scriprures to ce, and thould hardly, after 
we had once conuzrted therein, tayle of tomc one 
fire place or oriter therein that might bee apply- 

,cdroall he rhinges that while wee |1ue we ſhould 
 hauenecde of, or are tobe done by vs, 2. Tim.3-, 
| 16. which it the Papiſts had done, chey would | 
| foone haue perceaucd and knowne chatthere was |. 
no ncede norneccthitie, to finde our and invent | 


mensliues , therebyto bring men ro ſaluarion, 
as they hauc done, whereby the holy Scriptures 
are by them brought i into contempt, and in 4 
manner abandoned and thruſtwhsly out of vie. 
The third is, that we are by the atorcfaid con- | 
{iderations holpen and berter furthered in the 
vnderftanding of the holy Scriptures. It is not ro 
| be expreſſed nor (poken how the earncſtand (eri- 
ous marking of Gods proceedings with the chil- 
| dren of men, and with our owne foules, gineth a 
fingular grear light to the truc vnderſtanding ot 
many places of holy Scriptures, whereof orher- 
wiſe, thoſe that haue no expcricnce nor know- 
ledge ofrhings rouching and concerning a tpi- 


appeare in many placesof the Palmes, which 0- 
therwile cannot ſo well bee conceined how they 
hang and depend onc vpon anotherywe can truc- 
ly wirnefle, th: it (omcrimes from the mouthes of 


places, which otherwiſe were very intricate, 
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ned and found vur, ro be (o and in {fuch manncr 
vaderſtood- and it failerh out often times thar vp- 


which they by their owne obfervations hque lear- | 


on occaſtonot that which we have heard & icene 
rohappen among men, we were aducrtiſed, and 
have beene taught the mcaning of diucrs places 
of Scriptures, which rouched vpon ſuch occall- 
ons, and whereot betore we could not finde out ' 
the true meaning. This is expreſſely taught in | 
the proceedings of Chrifts Dilciples, of whom it | 
is ſayd, that notwithſtanding that Chriſt ſpake 
plainely of his death &reſurreRion, yet that they 
could notvnderſtand ir, nor dive into the depth 
thereof, Luk, g8. 33. 34. but that afterwardes by | 
obleruing the event of things,they vnderftood ir, 
10h. 2.22, And thus a god]y heart that is wont to 
looke into Gods workes, becommeth an Intcr- 
pretor to it (elfe of many places of holy Scrip- 
tures. 

| Touching the {econd fort of Benefits concer- 
ning Gods workes, we reape hence this ſpecial! 
fruice, in that we learne by the declaration afore- 
| fayd, not to become lo peruerle, nor reſolute 
| concerning many things & aftionsthatare done 
and happen inthe world, whereas many (imple 
| men, that hauz not buſicd their braynes abour | 
looking into the word of God,norin marking of 
the courſe of Gods workes, become obſtinate 
thereby. and grow carelefſſe and {lacke to regard 
the ſpirituall life, in regard of the proſpetitic of 
the vngodly, and the aduerſitie of the godly, 


| which ar the firſt they could not vnderftand, nor | 
M 4 - Conceiue; | 
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. conceiye; and therefore'gaue a wrong interpretas- | 
| tion of them , becaule they encred nor into che 
| anAuary of the Lord, which now is his wor, 
' for when wee wholy relic vpon the word of Gad | 
| inall worldly accidents , wee attayne vnto the 
right vndcritanding of things that belong vneo 
God, and are not thereby hardencd, butrather | 
inſtruted and made berter ; p/al. 9 2.6. 7. p/al..73. 
, Job. 17. 8.9. \ 
i Touching the third ſorre of fruits concerning 
' the manncr ofour obedience, which according 
' vntothe word of God, wee owe vato him, there | 
are three fruices . Inthe firft place wee are by the | 
aforeſayd declaration, inftruted rg diſcerne our 
owne and other mens ouer(ights, andare therby 
aduertiſcd both how finne on the one fide, by 
 careleſneſſe of living, the pleaſures of rhe worlde 
' and all maner of wicked ations doth oftentimes 
procure digcrs 1nconueniences and perplexeties, 
vnto thoſe thar are adited thereunto, and in all 
' occurrents, makes their proſperigigphggtrſed: vn- 
'tothem, which putreth vs greatfeare &doubr 
| toenter into that way, that is ſo full of danger & | 
fo troubleſome asthart we our lelues by onr own 
expericnce can ſay vato our ſoules; 0h my ſoule 
enter not into this way, 1 hane ſeene many fall therein 
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godly, and againe onthe other (ide, when by the 
aforc{ayd declaration, wee finde and lee that the 
feare of God, conftancie, righteouſneſſe , good 
workes and godlinefſe, forcertaine haue the pro- 
miſesof this life and the lite ro come, yea and | 
thatthoſe chat are tnducd therewith, haue great 
peace of conſcience, and are preſerued from ma- 
ny miſchances whercinto wickedneſſe and (inne | | 
draw men, and thar in all dangers and perplexi- | ! 
ties they are comforted and imboldened, wecan 
not but be therby ſtrongly prouoked and effea- 
ally drawne to the praQtite of godlines, ſo thatwe 
can {ay vnto our loules, Sercly this is a good way ft 
| hath beexe proſÞegous vnts the end, toall thoſe that 
followed it, ' and all thoſe that enter mts it (hall endure 
onto the end : Heb. 13.7.and if any aduerſitie or tre- 
bulation happeneth onto vs, yet wee ſhall bee of good 
comfort and inoboldned: for God will the be with vs, | 
his Rod and his Staffe ſhall comfort vs, Plal.23 4.5. | 
The ſecond is, that wee are alſo by the afore- 
fayd cofifiegrattons made very prouident, lear- | 
ned, and wiſe, for that by thoſe thinges that are 
aft,and which wee haue well conſidered ofand 
cheld how they were done, we learne to know 
and find out what will follow vpon, and proceed | 
from ſuch &ſach the like ations, and what good | 
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things, and {o weobraine the gift of 4pprobation, | - 
Phil. r.9. and become wiſe as the children of //7.1- 
ell were (to counſel! our ſelues and others whar ar 
other times is beſtto bee done, or notto be done. }- 
| 1.Chre. 12. 33.as for example, wee have in for-) 

N mer 


or cuill weare to cxpeR, if we doe ſuch and ſuch # 
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mer times foundthat vppon Maſle dayes and o- 
ther Papiſtica'l fcalt dayes, much hurc hath beene 
| done, by drunkenneſle, fighting, quareiling,and 
. | other mi{demeanors,wiiich for the time to come 
| we thereby learne to be warie of, and are warned 
ro ſhunnc them vpon other mat: dayes, and to 

withdraw our {clues and others from them, wee 
arcalſotaught;that the healths which are drunke 
in figne 0: love, hauc cauſed much trouble at 

feaſts and banquets, and induced great inconue- 
|niences, andrtherefore we learne to ſhunne them, 
and as horne Beaſts, to baniſh them out- of our 
 feafts, Exod. 21.28. 29. 30. Andrthus by meanes 
of the aforeſaid declarations (Gpds grace help- 
ing vs) we learne how to guideand carrie our 
ſelyes in theſe wickedand dangerous dayes, that 


[7 [are ſo full of inducements, ſtopps, ſtumbling | 
\ | blockes, and offences, holily and fafely into the 


| way of peace, and therby daily fir and furtherour | 
ſeluesin our iourney towardes Gods kingdome 
in heauen, the place that weaſpire vnto. 
| Thethird is, that we are likewiſe by the afore- 
 faid conſiderations made alwaycs prompt and 
'readie inall the things aforeſaid, _ in all other 
things that belong cv a (pirituall life, and the ſer- 
uice of the moſt high God, rodire@ our (clues, & 
to goe forward therein with all boldneſle, confi- 
dence, and ſpirituall ftrength.Forrouching bold- 
neſſe, and courage, when by experience with Da- 
«id we have found, that Gods word and workes 
agree fo well rogether, ſtrengthen ſo much one 


theother, and keepe (o friendly and faft the one 
ro 
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| 

to the other, !V/e are not aff raid to /peake thereof be- poo | 
! 

1 


| fore Kings and Princes when neederequireth, Pal, 
119.46. Yea, then with all boldnefle we will vp. / 
hold, defend, and aduance Gods cauſe, being 
well aſſured, that maintainingrthe ſame wee ſhall 
not be aſhamed thereby. Secondly, we ſhall aiſo 
doe it with confidence of heart, nor as thoſe thar | [ 
| heare of it onely hyegert, bur that by our owne 
{experience and good knowledge (peake and fyr- _ 
 therthat which we doe. The A poltle witneſlerh, j 
that being confident in the feare of the Lord, hee 1 
moued many to the like confidence, z Coz. 1. x0. | F 
And itis ſtrange to conſider, how certainly they | | i 
have ſpoken of heaven, of hell, of the comfort of | 
the holy Ghoſt, of guiltineſle of Conſcience, of y 
the joy of the godly, and of the helliſh lives of | 
the vngodly, thathave noted and marked ſuch | 
things, and have found them true by experience | 
in themſclues, or in others: laftly, wee fall allo: 
doe all this with ftrength, and chat nor in this re-| | 
gardonely, becanſedoing itwith boldneſle and | F 
confidence, we ſhall thereby the more forciblie | 
worke vpon mens mindes;bur further alſo in that £4 
being holpen by the aforeſaid experience,we ſhal 
be able the more firly co apply the places of holy | 
Scripture tothe vnderſtanding of thoſe wee ſhall 
have occaſion to deale with, whereby they may 
the better percciue 2nd know, that God ſpeakerh | bi 
by vs, and may thereby be moued to fall downe l 
' on their knees,and honor God, 1 Cor. 14.24.25. | 
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| 
\ | CHAP. XX. 
| ' The concluſion of all, whereints ſhewed, that wemuſt | 
| \ | onelyrefer our ſelues unto God, aud not forſake a' 
| * good cauſe, becauſe it ſeemeth, not to 2oe forwar d 


as we wiſh it ſhould. > | 


| p FAY allthathath formerly beene ſayd 
5 3 we may allo learneto be contente 
with that condition, ſtate,and man-| 
ner of life, whether it be proſperous 
or not proſperous (or wharſocuer it. 
= be)thar the Lord ſhall be pleaſed to allot vnro vs, ' 
and tocxpetta good endand iſſue thereof. For 
| by that which we have before ſhewed, wee may 
{ plainely ſec and perceiuethat wee are not wile c-' 
 nough torule and gonerne our (clues, that wee 
| haue notearneſtly ſonght the ſame, bur refuſed ir, | 
' which we now wiſhthat wee had obtained, yea, | 
. ' that often times with might and maine wee'haue 
It |  foughe to putthat from vs which afterward wee 
, | have found to be very necedfull and neceſſary for 
vs, and might have done vs much good, andthar | 
'the Lord our God hath alwayes much bexter di- 
| ' reed ourcaule, then we could cither deniſe, or 
had power to concciue, yea,and thatin ourgrea- 
reſt troubles a bleſhng hath beene caftthereupon, 
| and chat wee hane bcene fo carcleſſe and heedles 
| thereof, thaticwas our owne faultsFhar wee per- 
ccigced-it no ſooner, but rather that our hearts for 


g x atyme 


—_— . 


—_—_— 


ſ\ 


= 
— 


<: 


The Ballance of the Sanfluary. Fas. —— 4 
atyme hauc ina manner beene oucrcome with | ce N | 
griefe and heauineſle. | 
Againe, thus may we be alſo comforted in all 
tribulations, and aduerſities, when by our owne | 
experience our ſoules arcable to ſer beforethem- | 
ſelues the gracious care which our Lord God 
hath alwayes had of thoſe that are his people, in. 
all their neceflitigg,,and although marters leeme | 


ro beprolonged, and our deliverance to bee de-| | \ 


layed, yer we muſt not doubr thereof, for we haue| 
learned by the former conſidcrattons, that the 
Lord is wont oftentimes to goe round abour, and | \ 
to fetch marcers a farre off, in the comforting and 
helping of his people, that ſo-hee may hauc the 
more honour, and may miniſter more cauſe of | 
comfort to his Children, when vnexpeRedly hee | 
helpeth them, and by one meanes or other vn- 
looked for, procureth their deliverance, as it eni- 
dently appeared in the Children of 7/72els cauſe 
in Hammons tyme, asalſo in 1oſephs, Danids, and 
others cauſes, whom he intended to exalt; and 
yetdaily in many accidents that befall Gods chil- | 
dren in this age, yea, and in our owne affayrcs for | 
how often haue wee alſo before thistyme beene | 
| layd in the mire to the very knees and ell.boyes, | 
| and trod vnder fcete by proud perſons, and yer at | | 
the laſt hath the Lock lifred vp our heads, and | 

hath made vs a free people, as at this day.it ap- 
peareth ; So thar in thisreſpe&t when it feemeth | 
to goe againſt vs, wee may ſpeake of rhe Eo i 
our God, vio our {oules, as Naomi ſaid ro Rath | 
of Boaz, Sit fill my daughter wntill thou know how « 
| ® N 3 the' © F--- 
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the matter will fall out, for the Lord will not be at reſt 
wontill he hawe brought it to a good end, Ruth 3,18. 
And we muſt learne with all patience and quict- 
neſſc of minde to commend all onr affayres to 
God, as we ſee thatthe Lord Telus Chrift did, 
who in the greateſt dangers, and thoſe that ſce- 
med to be moft preiudiciall ro Gods cauſe, was 
ſill and quiet, and committed the matter wnto God, 
that indgeth righteouſly, as when he was toldethar 
Herod the King had cut of the head of hn his 
forerunner, a cruel] deed, and ſuch a one as ſee- 
meedrto be very preiudiciall ro Gods cauſe, hepur | 
it yp peaceably, ſuffered itto goe on, rooke care 
for himſelte and his Diſciples, and the better to 
ſecure them, &to get out of cruell Herods handes, 
went apart into another place, but proceeded ſtil 
in his vocation, and the worke which his hea- 
venly Father had appoynted him to doe. 

And thus beeing Lens by the conſideration 
aforeſayde, and the experience which thereby 
wee haue reaped, tothe comfort and conſolati- 
on of our heartes in all troubles and oppreflions, 
wee may alwayes bee aſſured ofthis, that all the 
troubles that befall the children of God, is vnto 
; them as the trouble of 1oſeph,as the holy Scripture 
callerh it , that ts, ſuch manner of trouble as 
whereby great ioy proſperitie and great promo- 
tion is layd vp in ſtore tor them. For wee knowe 
all right well, chat all the miſcries and troubles 
that Pl vpon 19/eph, allthe misfortunes andrri- 
| bulations that fora time hapned vnrohim , the 
| harred of his brethren againft him, their ſelling 
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ofhim, hiz bondage, his falſe accuſation, of a- 

; dulcery by Potiphers wife impoſed on him, and 

| his wrongfull impriſonment that followed there 

. +» { ypon, that all cheſe rhings did altogether worke 


| for and procure /o/ephs good, Rem.8.28.and = | r 


altogether ſtrengthen him, and was a great ſur- 
therance of his promotion and aduancement, a 
wee may reade in Ge. 37.39 40.41.42. And of 
the like nature are all the troubles and miſ. for- 
tunes, which Gods people and hisChurch in- 
dure fora time, which in the end therefore ſhall 
'turne to their good, andare nothing meane while, 
but asa preparatiue to their future aduancement. 
' And therefore are the croubles of Gods Church 
{ and children,their cruell perſecutions, theirgrear 
oucrthrowes, the death of Martyrs,and what ſoc- 
 uerelſe ſcemerh moſt of all to croſle them, by the 
Prophet termed in a ſpecial! manner the troubles ; 
of 7oſeph, Amos 6. 6. ; 
{ This wee mukt ſeriouſly thinke vpon,and with | 
long ſuffering and patience bend our felues and 
abide, and in all our aduerſiries aſſure our ſelues,, i 
that when the Lord hath done all his workes vp- |' LE 3 
on Mount Sion and among his people, hee will; : ” 
then riſe vp, and life vp his peoples heads againe, | + *# 
ig the fittime of their —_ as he did with 70- 
 [eph when the time of his aduancemet was come, 
and ftrike theirenemies in the hindcr partes, and 
a cuall ſhame vpon them : Furchermore ; | 
| rh — and infra vs.that what troubles] © Ex 1 
 ſoeuerfall vpon the people of God, we muſt nor| © 


doubt of their good cauſe and religion, nor a- 
N 4 |  bandon i 
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| bandon a good marter,and withdraw our handes 

' om ir, becauſe ir proceedeth not well at the 
| firſt, bur remembring that the Lord our Lord hath 
| not eyes of fleſh, nor ſeeth as men doe, lob 10.4. wee 
| mult thereupon conclude, that fhe, Lord ſuffe- 
'reth ſuch troubles to fall yppon vFFthereby to 
Lproue vs, andto ſee whether wee will cleauc vn- 
'tohim, and holde with his people, not onely 
when they are in wealth and proſpericie,but then 
alſo when they are in trouble and aduerſitic, and 
withall part with and impart to them of our \ 
meanes, as much asconueniently we may,for the NA 
caling and helping of the poore oppreſſed Saints 
and ſ{cruants of God: and ſuch as have no meanes |t 
' rodocit, muſt carneftly endeyour by their pray- | 
ers vnto God,beſeeching himto ayde his people, | 

- and to fight for them, when they are in diftreſle, 
7, praying 1n the Spirir, as Gods people doe, when 
\ 1 they haue no other meanes, and ſaying to the 
_ 4 Lordwith them ; Remember this, that the enemies | 

\ hawe repreched thee O Lord, and that the fooliſh people 
Yan blaſphemed thy name. 0 deliuer not the oule of 
lf thy turtle Doxe, vnto the mullitude of thewicked, for- 
\| get not the congregation of thy poore for ener, haze re 
v | ſpect to the Conenant,for the darke places of the earth 
$ are full of the inhabitations of crueltie. O let not the 
* | oppreſſed returne aſhamed let the poore and needie 
t | prayſe thy name; ariſe O God, plead i!y owne cauſe, 
\ | remember how the fooliſh man reprocheth thee daily; 
& | forget not the voyce of thy enemies;the tumult of theſe 
that riſe vp againſt thee encreaſeth continually, Pial. 
74. 18.19. 20.21. 22.23. 
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; P1oy alltheir meancs to that end, asthoſe god-: 
' ly Princes Onzp1tan and Nexrmran; and 
' as all the Iudges of Isxazrt did, whotooke 
' thecauſe of Gops people in hand when it was 

in greateſt diſtreſſe, and by GODS blefling 
; brought it ro a happie ende, to their owne 
- prayle, and the peoples comfort : for which 


, brother, even that he ſhould bee roored our, For 


En 
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But thoſe that hane better meanes muſt em- | 


W- 


their names alſo ſhall be blefled to the worldcs | 


endc. 
Whereas on the contrary, a fearefull threat. 


ning is denounced againſt Evom, 1/racls 


his vialence againſt his brother I1cob. And obſerue 
I pray you what this his violence was, at ſuch 


CY 
tyme, fayth the Lord, «s theu foodeſt on the other | 
| as in the day that the ſtrangers carried nway cap- EN 


| tine his Forees ; and forreners entred into his gates, 
_ eaft Bolts vpom leraſalem, even thou waſt as 
one of them. And ]et every man marke this laſt 6 


ſentence concerning, the manner of his ruine 
and- rooting out, and thinke well thereupon; 
| Therefore ſhall ſhame courr thee, and thow ſhalt bee 
| cnt off for ever, Obadiah, verſes ro. and 1r. 
And no marydll : For Meres was curſt, not be- 
cauſe it holpe the enemies of Goo, but onely 
becauſe ir did not ayde Gops people 3 Car/e 
yee: Meros, ſayth the Angell of the Lord ; Curſe 
yee bitterly the enhabitants thereof, beeauſe they 
came not to the helpe of the Lord, to the _ of 
the Lord againft themightie, Tudges the 5. Chap- 

Oo eer; 
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ter, -and the 23, verie.” Ruben alſo tu £\gett of 
the Children of 1acob, from whom moſt he 
was expected, was gent! admoniſhed,and that ; 
for with- drawing himſeclte ; ſaying , hy abo-| 
deft thou amon? the Sheepe-fonlds, to heare the 
bleatings of the Fleckes, for the diviſions of R. v- 
»EN there weregreat thoughts of heart , Iadges the 
5.C Ra_nr,ens verlc 14. 


— 


To conclude , Let all godly hearred men 
therefore in the-neede and neceffitic of Gods 
.. people, thinke ſerionfly. ypon the O—_ 
F [Jemenr of the Lox o, go re 
*}when his people are in trouble ; eng 
bitants of the Land of - oe brought wa- 
F a Jn te Snake any thee» oh tage with| 
| Br him that For they fled the ſword, | 
the- yy Tr and ow xy Wed h _ 
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tion is,that we colle and gather rogether what- 
ſoencr by diligent ſearching into the word of 
God, aad narrowly marking of Gods workes, 
rouching Gods proceedings and dealings with- 
the ſonnes of men, we haue lcarned,that by com- 
paring {pirituall chings with ſpiricuall things, by 
meanes thereof we may duely and clearely begin 
to perceiue and vnderttand thetruth and certain- 
tic of Gods word, and how that heaven an1 earth 
[ball ſooner paſſe away then one tittle of Gods word 
| ſhall fayle; ſo that we may beableto ſay being hol- 
pen by the aforeſaid obſeruation. Thatthis was 
done1n England,this in France,this in Germany, 
this in our Countrie, in our towne,in our village, 
in our houſe, according to that which the Lord | 
witneſſeth in thisor thar place of his Booke, that 
itſhould fall out ſo and in ſuch manner,although | 
 Iomens opinions it was otherwiſe expeed to 
done. .Now further, that wee may bring theſe | 
things thebetterabour,and thereby toreape thar | 
; profir and fruit, which we delire to doe by theſe 
 thinges that are done and happen here in this 
; world, we muſt ſpeciallyadde theſe two.thinges 
thereunto, CUE SS DIAL ACER 44 
Firſt,and before all that we accuſtome our clues 
inal] things that happen to-tall out, and cometo | 
our knowledge, to note the finger of our God to 
betherein,and withall holdrhisforcertaine, and} 
moſt true, thatas inall rhings that weſecand be-' 
hold men-to doc, notthe body of man workerh 
 onely, burthe ſouleeſpecially which we ſee nor, 
| ſo that:likewiſe the Lord our God, which-gover-., 
| | neth 
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neth all chings by his mightie Word, hath his 
finger ſecretly in all things that are done, much 
more then 7oab had his hand in the buſineſſe of 
the woman of Tekos, 2 Sam. x4.though in an ho- 
ly manner, and that altogether incomprehenſi- 
ble, whereby he alwayes worketh well, and pro- 
duceth much good, cuen by meanes of the wic- 
kedſt inftraments inthe world, by vngodly 4/ar, 
that is, the rod of bis anger, and by the Deuill him- 
ſclfe, whom hee vſerh often rimes to plague his 
people by, E/a. 1o. 5. 6. and 1 Chroy, 22.20, $0 
that we muſt endeuourto bring our ſclnes to ſee 
the working of Gods finger to be alwayes in euc- 


| ry thing chat is done in the world, and to thinke | - 


and perſwadeour ſelues, that ir is the Lord our 
God that hath done this,thus and in this manner, 


cither by furthering, or by hindring the ſame in 
| this or charmenner,and cauſing or ſuffering it to 
fall out the one way orghe other. And according- 
ly whatſoener hapneth to croſſe the proceedings 


of Gods children, learne alwayes to ſay vnto our 
ſoules, behold, this our God hath done, or per- 


mitted to be done. This the vngodly vic notts 
doe : they doe not once marke the finger of 'God | 
in any thing that hapneth vnto the Children of; 
men ; but their manner is, toaſcribe it tothe low- 
eſt and neareſtcauſes,and to depend wholythere- 
upon, looking no higher, nor further then the 
gates of the Towne whereinthey dwell,vnleſle ic 
be athing that is vnaccuſtomed, and ſuch as doth 
notvſually fall ont; andithen it may betheywill 
ſappoſe,thar'ic ART from'God, as the ſor+ 


ccrers 


7 
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cerers of Egypt, marked. the fingerof God to be 
in the lice that Ato/es brought vpon the Egypti- 
ans, bccaule they could conceive no naturall 
cauſe whereby it might be efteed, Exod. 8.17. 
13. 19. but (uch as are godly and know Gods 
word, note the finger of God-inall things, asthar 
which is moſt neceflary to bee conſidered, they 
thereby may obſerue the workes of God, to fall | 
out according to his word, and may draw and 
reape convenient fruits from the lame, © ' | 
Secondly, that we accuſtome our felues when 
anything worth the noting fallech our in the | 
courſe of our liucs, that is, againſt our ſclues, or 
others, whether they bee particular perſons, - or 
whole Nations,to quicken our wites thereby,and | 
to ſtirrevp our memories, to call to mind and re- 
member, whether there be no one place of Scrip- 
rure.,' thaz, witneſſerh ſome thing couching the 
| fame, whereby iris foreto]d,orwhereunto it may 
be likened : as for example, weſce a man run vp 
and downe abort his worldly affayres vpon the 
Sabboth day, and when he hath done, we ce all 
that he did was in vaine; heare ſhould weremem- 
ber, what is ſayd vnto vs, Exed. 16. 27. to wit, 
And it care to paſſe that there went ſome of the peo-, 
ple on the Sabboth day (which wasthe reſt of the | 
Lord), for to: gather Manna, and they found none. 
This was the praRtife of Chriſts Diſciples, and 
God gaue them vnderftanding thereby : ſee 7oh.. 
2.16. 17.22: and 1oþ.11, 16. : 


| Now tofinde convenient places'of Scripture, 
tonchingtheſe thinges that may bee compared 
| with: 


with that that hapneth inthe world, wee muſt in 
that that is done diligently conſider what the 
ſpeciall cauſes were why thoſe things fell out and 
came ſoto paſſe asthey did, as namely, why ſuck 
and ſuch things hapned ſo well or & ill; and 
wherein they finde themſelyes to haue a part in 
the P——_ of the Lord, and the Lord 
hath promiſed {ſuch good to come to them, as 
they then finde, or wherein they feele and know 
them(ſclues culpable of the threatnings of God, 
| whereby things haue ſo happened vnto thein as 
they have fallen out. And 1f wecanfinde nocers- 
caine ſpeciall cauſe thereof, but the contrary ra- 
ther,then we muſt, as in 7obs caſe,aſcribe the event 
to the mighty power of God,and accordingly be- 
haueourſclyestherein. -- -. 


CHAP. XIX. 


Of the ſeuerall. fruites that ſpring from the ſearching 
into and finding out of Gods truth, and certaintic 
declared vnto vs, in his word, and in his workes. 


He fourth and the laft of the fore 
97 neceſſary points requircd hereun- 
© -co,that by-che workes of God done 
md BE among the ſonnes of men, we may 

= $5 beenducedto lay more hold vypon 
the teare of God, and codlineds is, that wee dili- 
gently note and conſiderthe ſeuerall fruites thar 
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Godstruth, 2nd the certaintie thereof, are decla-| 
red vnto vs in kis Word, which muſt be carneſtly 
and well conſidered of, becauſe this is the ende, 
| (cope, and ſpeciall marke whereunto all rendeth, 
[that hath formerly becne deliucred. 

Now the fruites that ſpring from the aforeſaid 
conſiderationsare notable, both many and great, 
whereof ſome(that we mayorderly placethem in 
certaine ranckes) concerne the holy Scriptures 
themſclues; by the light whercof wee may bee a- 
ble ro proueandto iuftific all the aforeſayd argu- 
ments and declarations, other ſome- concerne 
Gods workes , anda third ſort-our obedience, 
which wee arc to yceldeand ſhew vnto the word 
of God and the holy Scriptures, Touching the 
firſt fort of fruites concerning the holy Scriptures 
they are three. 

For in the firſt place, wee learne out of the a-|_ 
foreſayde conſiderations, thetruth ofthe holy 
Scriptures, that the ſame is moft certaine and 
tmmurcable, and that it ſhall neuer faile inany one 
tittle thereof, therein contained. 

And heereby are wee confirmed and aſſured 
in our conſciences, as by experience we find, that 
what ſocuer the Lord hath ſpoken, by his owe 
mouth in his worde, that with his hand hee. ef- 
feeth and bringeth the ſameto paſle in gouer- 
ning of the worlde. Now this is a moſt notable 

fruit; for vntill ſach time as that wee doe dewly 
| and truly marke how true Gods word is,and how 


- | truely God performeth & bringeth this to paſſe 


| continually inthe gouecrning of the world, which 
in 
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in his word hce hath promiſed and threatned to 
doe, wee fhall-neuer cſteeme of feare , nor-ſub- 
mit our ſelues vato Gods worde, and on the con- 
trary, when by our owne-dilligent'obſcruation, 
wee findout and arc perfwaded'ofthe truth and 
certaintie of Gods worde, wee are thereby art all 
times led andinducedtothe love of Gods word, 
and incouragedto belceuc it, andro efteeme:well| 
thereof, 7oby 2. 12. Itis.ſayd that'the words of 
God, is quicke and powerfull-and ſharper then any 
twoedged ſword. Heb. 4. 12. Now no man doth 
eaſily belceue this , - buthee that by fearc of the 
word of God is moued therunto in his heart, 4&#s 
2.37.and 1.Cor.14. 24:25.and he that is ſo-affec- 
1ted, doubteth no more thereof ,.thens hee doth 
tharthe Sunneis bright and cleare; and he thar 
hath this feeling of the worde , working in- his 
ſoule, hath vadoubtedly already made a good en- 
trance into the way to Gods kingdome, for this 
is moſt certaine and ſure, that all the ſinnes and 
miſdemcanovurs which thoſe men commit” that 
withſtand the written worde which is the Ituely 
truth of God, 'proceede from this, that they do 
not beleenc that rhe ſame word is (ſo true and cer- 
taine as it is. | > eS8TT HE 06 
Theſecond fruit is, that wee learne' by the a- 


and copiouſnes of the holy Scriptures, p/al. 119. 


foreſayd declarations, the abundant largeneſſe/- 


96. It1snotto be ſpoken (if wee woulde apply 
| our minds earneftly and as wee oughrto find out | 
places in the Scriptures , that may bee applyed 
rothoſe things that happen and are done in this ' 

£ 2E world) 
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world ) whatarich mine of gold wee ſhould tind 
| the Scriptures to bee, and ſhould hardly, after | 
| we had once.conperſed therein;fayle of fomcone 
fice, place or other;therein chat mightbee apply- 
ed to all the thinges that while wee live we ſhould | 
have ncede of, .or are robe doneby vs, 2.7.3. 
16. which it the Papiſts had dane, chey would' 
ſdone have perceaued and knowne that there was 
no ncede nor neceſhtie,- to finde out and invent 
many new Lawes and Rules for the ordcriag of 
| mensliues , thereby to bring men to ſaluauon, 
as they.haue done, whereby the holy Scriprures 
are by-them brought into contempt, and in a 
manner abandoned and thruſtwholy ourof vſc. 
The third is, that we are by the aforeſaid con- 
ſiderations holpen_ and better furthered in the | 
vndetſtanding ofthe holy Scriptures. It isnortto! 
be expreſſed nor ſpoken how the earncſtand ſeri+ 
ous markihg of Gods proceedings with the chils 
dren-of men, and-with our owne-ſoules, giueth a 
ſingulargreat light to the true vadcrſtanding of 
many places;of holy Scriptures, whereof other» 
wiſe, thoſe'that haue no. experience nor know- 
ledgeof things touching and concerning a ſpi- 
rituall life, can never conceive any thing, as may 
appearein many places of the P/almes, which o- 
 therwiſe cannot ſo well bee conceined how they | * 
| hangand depend one ypon anotherywe can ttuc- 
| ly witneſle, that ſometimes from the moutheg of 
|{tmple plaine men, wee hauc receiued a veric fit | 


| and conuenient ſenceand interpretation of ſome 
| Places,. which otherwiſe were very intricate, 
E>c9 | which 
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which they bytheirowne obſeruarions have lear- 
ned and found our, ro be fo and in {uch manner 
vnderſtood: and it falleth outoften timesthar vp- 
on occaſion of that which we have heard & (ccne 
to happen among men, we wcre aducrrtiſcd, and 
haue beene taught the mcaningot divers'/places 
of Scriptures, which touched vpon ſuch occaſli- 
ons, and whereof before we could not finde our 
the true meaning. This is expreſſely taught in 
the proceedings of Chrifts Diiciplrs,of whom it 
is fayd, that.notwithftanding that Chriſt ſpake 
plainely of his death &reſurreQtian, yer that they 
| could notvnderſtand it, nor diuc inro the depth 
thercof,;Luk. 18.33. 34: bur thariafterwardes by 
obfcriing che-event ofthings;they vnderflood ir, 
16h. 2.22. And thusa godly heart that is wonrto 
| looke into: Gods workes, becommeth an' Intcr- 
; pretar:to it: (cite of many-placesof holy Scrip- 
tures; 20 PIN 299601 LOUANT 222106 #5) 
. Touching the ſecond fortof Benefits: concer- 
| ning Gods workes, wercape:hencethis ſpeciall 
 fruire, in that we learne by the declardvian afore» 
yd; nor to: become fo peruerie;' mor irefoluto 
concerning many things & aQionsthat arc done 
and happen inthe world, whereas many {imple 
men, that have not buſied their braynes about 
looking into the word of God,norin marking of 
the courſe of Gods. workes, become obftinate 
thereby, and grow carelefſe and flacke to regard 


{ the ungodly, andthe adverſitie of the godly, 


= 4 IS. 


the ſpirituall life, in regard+of the proſperitie of | 


which atthe firſtthey could nor-vnderftand, rior 
| M4 _ concelue; 
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conceiue; and therefore gaue a wrong interpreta- 
tion of them , becauſe they centred not into the 


| anuary of rhe Lord, which now is his worde, 


[ 
[ 
' 


| 


for when wee wholy relic vpon the word of God 
inall worldly accidents , wee atrayne. vnto the 


right vnderftanding of things that belong vnto 


God, and are not thereby hardencd, butrather 
inſtruted and made better; p/al. 9 2.6. 7.p/al. 73. 
ob. 17.8 49. 544-4 

Touching the third forte of fruits concerning | 
the manncr ofour obedience, which according 
ynto the word of God, wee owe vnto him, there 
arc three fruites . Inthe firſtplace wee are by the 
aforclayd declaration; inſtructed ra diſcerne our 
owne and' other mens ouerſights, andare therby 
aduertiſed, both how finne on the otic fide, by 
carcleſneſſe of liuing, the pleaſures of the worlde 
and all manerof wickedactions doth.oftencimes | 
procure dincrs inconuenicnces and perplexeties, | 
vnto thoſe thar arcadiated thercunto, and in. all 


| occurrents, makes their proſperiticaccurſed vn+ 


tothem, which putteth vs in greatfeare &doubt 


toenter intothat way,that-is ſafull of danger & 


ſo-troubleſome asthat we our (clues by onr own 
expericnce can ſay vata our ſoules; 0h wvy. ſoule. 


enter notinto this way, 1 haue ſeene many fall therein 
1-my ſelfe haue often beene hardly befted therein, .and 


ſolong as wee will poe inte this wav, our proſperitie 


willbecome a curſe unto vs, and be ameanes to ouer- 
throw vs,” andif weecan ſay thus'much'by our 
owne experience toourſoules, it will be a pow- 
full meanestodivere vs:from che way of the vi- 

2 | _ godly, 


— 


| 


- | Phil. 1.9. and become wiſe as the children of //r.1- 


| hathbeene proſperous unto the end, toall thoſe that 


| vnto the end: Heb. 13.7. andif any aduerſitie or tri- 


T he Ballance of the SanFuary. 
godly, and againeon the other ſide, when by the 
aforeſayd declaration, wee finde and ſce that the: 
fcarc of God, conſtancie , righteouſneſſe , good 
workes and godlineſle, forcertaine have the pro- 
miſcs of this life and the life ro come, yea and 
thatthoſe that are inducd therewith, haue great 
peace of conſcience, and are preſerued from ma- 
ny miſchances whercinto wickedneſſe and ſinne 
draw men, and that in all dangers and perplexi- 
tics they are comforted and imboldened, wecan 
not but be therby ftrongly prouoked andeffeu- 
ally drawne to the praQtiſe of godlines, ſothatwe 
can ſay vnto our ſoules, Surely this & a good way it 


fellowedit, and all thoſe that enter into it ball endure 


bulation happeneth unto vs, yet wee ſhall bee of good 

comfort and imboldned: for God will then bewithwvs, 

his Rod and his Staffe ſhall comfort vs, Plal.23.4.5. 
The ſecond is, that wee are alſo by the afore- 


fayd conſiderations made very prouident, lear- 
ned, and wiſe, for that by thoſe thinges that are 
aſt, and which wee haue well conſidered ofand 


eheJd how they were done, we learne to know | 


and find out what will follow vpon, and procced- 
from ſuch & ſuch the like ations, and what good 
or evill we are to expe, ifwe doe ſuch and ſuch 
things, and ſo we obraine the gift of Approbation, 


ell were (to counſel! our felues and others what ar 
other times is beſt ro bee done, or notto be done. 
1.Chre. 12. 33.as forexample, wee haue in for- 

N mer | 
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mer times found that vppon Maſle dayes and o-| 


ther Papiſtica)l feaſt dayes, much hurt hath beene 
done, by drunkenneſle, fighting, quarclling,and 


othcr miſdemeanors,which for the time to come | 


we thereby learne to be waric of, and are warned 


arc alſo taught,thatthe healths which are drunke 
_|in ſigne of louc, hauc cauſed much trouble at 
feaſts and banquets, and indaced great inconuc- 
niences, andtherefore we learne to ſhunne them, 
and.as' horne Beaſts, to baniſh them out of our 
fealts, Exod. 21. 28. 29, 30. And thus by meanes 
of the aforeſaid declarations ( Gods grace help- 
ing vs) we lcarne. haw to. guideand carrie our 
{elyes in theſe wicked and dangerous dayes, that 
are. ſo full of inducements, ftopps, ſtumbling 
blockes, and offences, holily and' ſafely into. the 


tn heauen, the place thatweaſpire vnto. 


faid conliderations made alwayes prompt and 
readie in all the things aoreluid_ and in all other 
things that belong to a ſpirituall life, and the ſer- 
nice of the moſt high God, todire&our ſclues,8& 
to goc forward therein with all boldneſſe, confi- 
dence, aud ſpirituall trength. For touching bold- 


#:idwe have found, that Gods word and workes 


9h other, and keepe ſo friendly andfaft the one 


ro ſhunnc them vpon other maſle dayes, and to/| 
withdraw our ſelues and others from them, wee | 


way of peace; andtherby dailyfitandfartheronr| 
ſelyes.in our iourney towardes Gods kingdome 


The third is, that we are likewiſe by the afore- | 


agree ſo well together, ſtrengthen ſo much one| 


| neſſe, and courage, when by expericace with Da-| ' 


l 


ro | 
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[tothe other, We are not affraid to ſpeake thereof be- | 
| 


| fore Kings and Princes when neederequirerh, P/al, 
719.46. Yea, then with all boldneſſe we will vp- 
hold, defend, and aduance Gods cauſe, being 
well aſſured, that maintaining the ſame wee ſhall 
not be aſhamed thereby. Secondly, we ſhall alſo 
doe it with confidence of hearr, nor as thoſe thar 
| heare of it onely by report, but thatby our owne | 
experience and good knowledge ſpeake and fur-|.. 
therthat which we doe. The Apoſtle witneſleth, | 
that being confident in the feare of the Lord, hee 
moued many to the like confidence, zCor. 1. to. 
And itis ſtrange to conſider, how certainly they 
haue ſpoken of heauen,of hell, of the comfort of 
the holy Ghoſt, of guiltineſle of Conſcience, of 
the joy of the godly, and of the helliſh lives of 
the vngodly, thathaue noted and marked ſuch 
things, and haue found them true by experience 
[inchemſelues, orin others: laſtly, wee fhall alſo 
doeall this with ſtrength, and that nor in this re- 
gard onely, becauſedoing itwith boldneſſe and 
confidence, we ſhall thereby the more forciblie 
worke vpon mens mindessbut further alſo in that 
being holpen by the aforelaidexperience,we ſhal 
be able the more fitly ro apply the places of hol 
| Scripture tothe vnderſtanding of thoſe wee ſhall 
haue occaſion to deale with, whereby they may 
| the better perceine and know, that God ſpeaketh 
by vs, and may thereby be mouecd to fall downe 
on theirknees,and honor God, 1 Cor. 14.2425. 
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F he concluſion of all, wherein is ſhewed, that we 
onely refer our ſelues unto God, and not forſake a 
good cauſe, becauſe it ſeemeth,not to goe forward 
as we wiſh it ſhould. 


h\ Y all that hath formerly beenc fayd, 
4, we may alfolearneto be contented 
9 with thatcondition, ſtate,and man- 
No ner of life, whether itbe proſperous. 
| or not proſperous (or whatſocuer it | 
| be)that the Lord ſhall be plcafed to allot vnto vs, 

and roexpeRa good endand iſſue thereof. For 
by that which we haue before ſhewed, wee may | 
plainely ſee and perceiuethatwee are not wiſe c-| 
nough torule and gouerne. onr (clues, that wee 
haue notearncſtly ſought the ſame, bur refuſed ir, 
which we now wiſh that wee had obtained, yea, 
that often times with might and maine wee have 
fought to put that from vs which afrerward wee 
haue found to be very needfull and neceſſary for 
vs, and might have done vs much good, andthar. 
the Lord our God hath alwayes much berterdi- 
rcAed ourcaule, then we could either deviſe, or 
had power to conceiue, yea,and thatin our grea- 
| teſt troublesa bleffing hath beene caftthereupon,, 
' and that wee haue beene ſo carelefſe and heedles 
thereof, thatitwas our owne faults rhat wee per-| 
cciued it no ſooner, but rather that our hearts for| 
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atyme hauc ina manner becne oucrcome with 
riefe and hcauineſle, 
Againc, thus may we be alſo comforted in all 
tribulations, and aduerſities, when by our owne 
expcricnce our ſoules arcable to let betorc them- 


hath alwayes had of thoſe that are his people; in 
allcheir neccfhtics, and although matters ſeeme 
to be prolonged, and our deliverance to bee de- 
layed,yer we muſt nor doubt thereof, for we haue 
learned by the former conſidcrations, - that the 
Lord is wont oftentimes to goc round abour,and 
ro ferch mattersafarre off, in the comforting and 
helping of his people, that ſo hee may have the 
more honour, and may miniſter more cauſe of 
comfort to his Children, when vnexpeRedly hee 
| helpeth them, and by one meanes or other vn- 
looked for, procareth their deliuerance, as irevt- 
dently appeared in the Children of 1/raels canſe 
in Hammons tyme, as alſo in 19/ephs, Dauids, and 
others cauſes, whom he intended to exalt; and 
yet daily in many accidentsthat befall Gods chil-' 
dren in this age, yea, and in our owne affayres, for 
how often haue wee alſo before thistyme beene 
layd in the mire to the very knees and ell-bowes, 
and trod vnder fcete by proud perſons, and yerar 
the laft hath the Lend lifred vp our heads, and 
hath made vs a free people, as at this day it ap- 
peareth ; So that tn this reſpe& when it ſeemeth 
to. goe againſt vs, wee may ſpeake ofthe Lord 
our God, vnto our ſoules, as Naomi ſaid ro Ruth 
of Boaz, Sit flill my daughter ontill thow know how 
N 


ſelues the gracious care which our Lord God 
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the matter will fall out, for the Lord will not be at reſt 
wntill he haue brought it to a good end, Ruth 3, 18. 
AnJ1 we muſtlearne with all patience and quict- 

neſſz of minde ro commend all onr affayres to} 
God, as we ſee that the Lord Ieſus Chriſt did, 

who in the greatcſt dangers, and thoſe that ſee- 

med to be moſt preiudiciall ro Gods cauſe, was 

ſtill and quiet, and committed the matter unto God, 
that indeeth righteouſly, as when he was tolde that 
Herodthe King had cut of the head of 1ohy his 

forerunner, a cruell deed, and ſuch a one as ſce- 

meedto be ycry preiudieiall.coGods cauſc,he put 

it vp peaceably, ſuffered itto.goe on, rooke care 

for himſelfe and his Diſciples, and the better to| 
ſecurexhem, & to get out ofcruell Herods handes, | 
went apart into another place, but procecded ſtall 
in his vocation, and the worke which his hea- 
uenly Father had appoynted him to doe. 

And thus bceing holpen bythe conſideration 
aforeſayde, and the-experience which thereby 
wee haue reaped, tothe comfort and conſolari- 
on of our hearrtes.in all troubles and opprethons, 


wee may alwaycs bee aſſured of this, thar all che 
troubles that befall the children of God, is vnto 
them aszhe trouble of 1oſeph,as the holy Scripture 
calleth it , that is, ſuch manner of trouble as 
| whereby great ioy proſperitic and great promo- 
| tion is layd.vp.in ſtore for them. For wee knowe 
{all right well, that all the miſeries and troubles 
that fell vpon 7gſeph, all the misfortunes and:tri- 
: bulations that fora time hapned: vnro him , the 
hatred of his brethren againſt him, cheir _ 
| 0 
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of him, - his bondage, hisfalfe accuſation, of a- 
dylcery by Potiphers wife: impoſed'on him, and 
 hiswrongfull impriſonmenethar followed there 
upon, that all cheſe things did altogether worke 
for and.procure 7oſephs good, Rom.8.28.and did 
altogether ſtrengthen him, and was a great ſur- 
therance of his promotion and aduancement, as 
wee may reade in Ger. 37.39 40.41.42. And of 
the like nature are all the troubles and miſ. for- 
runes, which Gods people and-inis Church in- 
dure fora time, which-in che end therefore ſhall 


bur asa preparative to their furure aduancement, 
And therefore are the troubles of Gods. Church 
and children,their crucll perſecutions, their grear 
oucrthrowes, the death' of Martyrs,and whar ſoe- 
uerelſe ſeemerh moſt of all to croſſe them, by the 
Prophet termed in a ſpeciall mannerthe troubles 
of 1ofoph, Amos 6. 6. "ues REN 
Fhis wee muſt (criouſly thinke vpon, and with' 
longſuffering and patience bend our felues and 
abide, andiin all our aduerſiries aſſure our ſclucs, 
thatwhen the Lord hath done all -his workes vp- 
on:Mount Sion and among his my hee will 
theygile vp, and lifr vp his peoples heads againe, 
in the fittime of their neede, as he did with 70- 
ſeph when the time of his aduancemet was come, 
and ſtrike theirenemies in the hinder partes, and 
lay a perpetuallſhamevpon them : Furthermore 
this may teach and inftru vs,that whattroubles 
ſoeuerfall vpon the people of God, we muſt nor 


doubt of their good cauſe and religion, nor a+ 
| Na4 . bandon | 


rurne to their good, andare nothing meane while, | 
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| bandon a good matterand withdraw our handes 
from ic, becauſe it proceedeth not well at the 
firſt, bur remembring that the Lord our Lord hath 
not eyes of fleſh, nor ſeeth as men doe, ob 10. 4. wee 
muſt thereupon conclude, that the Lord ſuffe- 
 reth ſuch troubles ta fall vppon vs, thereby co 
| proue vs, andto ſee whether wee will cleauc vn- 
'tohim, and holde with his people, not onely 

when they are in wealth and proſperitie, but then 

alſo when they arc in trouble and aduerſitie, and 

withall part with and impart to them of our 
 meanes, as much asconuecniently we may,for the 
ealing and helping ofthe poore oppreſſed Saints 
and R——_ of God: and ſuch as have no meanes 
to docit, muſt earneſtly endevyour by their pray-| 
ers vnto God,beſeeching him to ayde his people, 
and to fight for them, when they are in diſtreſle, 
' praying in the Spirit, as Gods people doe, when 
; they have no other meanes, and ſaying to the 
' Lord with them ; Remember thi, that the enemies 


haxereprochedthee O Lord, and that the 7 reſeae | 


haue blaſphemed thy name. O deliner not the ſoule of. 
thy turtle Doxe, vnte the multitude of the wicked, for- | 
get not the congregation of thy poore for exer, hane re- 
ſped? to the Conenant,fer the darke places of theggrth 
are full of the inhabitations of erueltie. O let not the 
oppreſſed returne aſhamed; let the poore and needie 
prayſe thy name; ariſe O God, plead thy owne cauſe, 
remember how the fooliſh man reprocheth thee daily, 
forget not the voyre of thy enemies;the tumult of thoſe 
that riſe vp againſt thee encreaſeth continually, Pial. 
74. 18.19. 20.21. 22.23. | 


—— 
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| ploy alltheir meanes to that end, asthoſe god- 
ly Princes OBzDtan and NzniMIan; and 
as all the Indges of Isxanrt did, whotooke 
the cauſe of Gops people in hand when it was 
in greateſt diſtreſſe, and by GODS blefhing 
brought ir ro a happie ende, ro their owne 
prayle, and the peoples comfort : for which 
their names alſo ſhall be bleſled ro the worldes 
ende. | 

Whereas on the contrary, a fearcfull threat- 
ning is denounced againſt EpDom, 1/raels 


his violence againſt his brother Tacob. And obſerue 
| I pray you what this his violence was, at ſuch 
tyme, ſayth the Lord, as thou ſtoodeft on the other 
ide, in the day that the ſtrangers carried away cap- 
tine his Forces ; and forreners entred into his gates, 
and caſt Bolts upon leraſalem, euen thou waft as 
one of them. And let every man marke this laſt 


and rooting out, and thinke well thereupon; 
| Therefore ſhall ſhame coner thee, and tho ſhalt bee 
cut off for ever, Obadiah, verſes 10. and 11. 
And no marvell : For Meres was curſt, not be- 
cauſe it holpe the enemies of Gop, bur onely 


But thoſe thar haue better meanes muſt em- | 


brother, euen that he ſhould bee rooted our, For | 


ſentence concerning the manner of his ruine | 


becauſe it did not ayde Gops people ; Curſe 
yee Mcros, ſayth the Angell of the Lord ; Curſe 
yee bitterly the enhabitants thereof, becauſe they 
came not te the helpe of the Lord, to the helpe of 
the Lord againſt the mightie, Tudges the 5. Chap- 
| el * cr, 
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ter, andthe 23. verie. Raben allo the eldeſt of 
; the Children of 1acob, from whom moſt helpe| 
was expected, was gently admoniſhed,and that 
for with-drawing himſelfe ; ſaying , #/hy abo- 
deft thou among the Sheepe-fonlds, to heare the 
bleatings of the Fleckes, for the diviſions of R v- 
BEN there weregreat thoughts of heart, Iadges the 
5. Chapter, and verſe 14. 


To conclude , Let all godly hearted men 
therefore in the neede and necefiitie of Gods 
people, thinke ſeriouſly vpon the Commaun- 
dcment of the Lox p, which hee giueth 
when his people are in trouble ; ſaying, -The 
Inhabitants of the Land of T x Man brought wa- 
ter to him that was thirſtie ; they prevented with 
Bread him that fled. For they fled from the ſword, 
from the drawne ſword, and from the bent Bow, 
and from the grienouſneſſe of warre, ES av 21, 
I4- I5. 

And hauing ripely waighed and conſidered 
all thinges, follow Moszs rhe Prince of I s- 
RAELL 3 Chooſing rather to ſuffer affliction with 
the people of GO D, then to emoy the pleaſures of 
ſinre for a ſeaſon + Eſfteeming the reproch of Chriſt 
greater riches then the treaſures of Egypt, Hebr. 
11.25. 36. 

Yea, this will all thoſe doe that have the 
eyc of Fayth with Moszs ; For he had reſpett 
vn'o the recompence of the reward, which by 
Grace 1s preparcd for all taoſe, that following 

GODS 
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GODS counſel], come to helpe his people 
in their neede, and rightly judge of their af+ 
flitions ; For (o ir is written, Bleſſed is - 
hee that cenſidereth the poore, the 
Lord will deliver him in 
the time of trouble. 
Pal. 41. 1. 
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